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The Meaning of Advent 
 
 
 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
1796-15TH Avenue East 

Prince Albert, SK   S6V 8A1 
E-mail:  messiah@sasktel.net 

Website:  www.messiahluthpa.com 
 

Monday – Office Closed 
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday  

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Pastor Íris Kristjansdottir 
Iriskrist71@gmail.com  Cell #306-980-9598  

 
Donna Deobald  

Administrative Assistant 
Office #: 306-763-7374   Fax#306-763-6284 

 

Belinda Bratvold -Youth Coordinator 
rbratvold@sasktel.net 

Home #306-763-0226   Text: 306-940-6683 
 

John Neudorf 
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Secretary:         Deanna Rindal 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
Trustees:   Troy Hufnagel 
       Robert Bratvold 
    John Neudorf 
                    Ron Scansen 
 

Education:  Deanna Rindal 
 

Deacons: Colleen Bowen 
Jennifer Rust 

 

 
 

 

 
Youth travelling to CLAY youth gathering will be putting on a 

Coffee House and Silent Auction 

The Weekend of Feb 5/6  
Great entertainment, great treats and great fellowship.  

Come on out and support the youth. This will be their last big 

fundraiser before their trip this summer! 

(Exact date will be confirmed shortly) 

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
mailto:Iriskrist71@gmail.com
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It has happened again. One minute we’re running here and there 
with Christmas parties at every turn, the frenzy of shopping 
sprees and the unending euphoria of holiday cheer. The next 
minute we’re flipping over the New Year’s calendar, dazed at the 
huge pile of bills, and old-man winter just sneaked in through the 
back door, sneering at us once again. 
 Winter. I don’t know about you but there’s just something 
about winter and snow and cold that brings me down. Snow 
covers the ground and the whole of nature just seems to be in a 
deep sleep, peaceful but depressing sleep. And yet, winter has its 
charm. It’s easy to find beauty in winter. Breathtaking beauty. 
Snow flurries, which leaves the ground a fluffy pure white, free 
from any dirt or debris. Frost on the trees that glistens on a cold 
winter day and makes everything so beautiful. While the winter may not be as warm as the summer, or have the same 
characteristics, God makes it special and wonderful in its own way. The winter may seem unpleasant to many, but frost and 
snow in Saskatchewan are an indispensable part of life. Without winter, spring and summer wouldn’t be what they are. 
 There are seasons in our lives too. And we often have difficulties in understanding why they are there. Why do we 
have to pass through winters with barren branches and frozen ground, times without flowers and fruit, without singing and 
joy? Why? It’s good to learn from the way nature works, because the one who created us also created nature, and through 
God’s works we can better understand God, and God’s ways. 
 

“God has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet 
they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is nothing better for them 
than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live.”   
Ecclesiastes 3:11-12 

 
Winter may seem a time of death, but in reality it’s a time of rest. When harvest is over, trees aren’t ready to bear new fruit 
immediately. They need rest, and winter gives them time to do that. At the same time winter is preparation for new flowers 
and new fruit. Under the snow, in the unseen depths something is going on. It’s only on the surface that it looks like death. 
Under the surface life is active and stirring! Roots are filling up with nourishment, and buds are bracing themselves for 
spring.  
 When you inwardly go through a time of winter, you may well withdraw from many expressions of life, but that 
doesn’t mean your spirit is dying. It only means that for a time you are resting, and preparing for a new season, a season of 
flowers and growth. God takes you aside to prepare you for what is to come, and without that thorough preparation, you 
won’t be ready for a new season. 
 So, remember that there is life after this winter season. After winter, comes spring. And after spring, summer. All 
part of God’s plans for his children. Be prepared, one day you’ll suddenly become aware of an irresistible pull in your spirit 
that tells you winter is past, and the time for singing is upon you again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Wonderland 

          by Íris Kristjánsdóttir 
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Council Corner 
 
The Annual General Meeting for Messiah Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, February 28, 2016.  Pizza will be ordered for 
those who sign up and stay for the meeting.  There will be more information in future bulletins. 
 
For those that are needing to write up reports for the Annual Meeting, please submit your reports to Donna by email before OR 
by January 31st.   
 
In Service 
Church Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the Sunday school class and older youth who helped with worship on  
Sunday, December 20th with the presentation of “Message in the Stars”. 

Aren’t they a bunch of little angels & stars!!! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MEMORIAL RIBBONS:  
The ribbons that were on the Memorial 

Christmas tree are available in the narthex 
for you to take home.  If you know 

someone who has gone away for the 
winter, please take their ribbon and give it 

to them when they return. Thank you. 
 God's blessings to your family! 

 

"Upstream Living in a Downstream World" 
Reflections on Ministry by Daniel A. Haugen 
Discussion and book signing with Pastor Dan  

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at 7:00 pm 
 @ Messiah Lutheran Church 

 

http://www.friesenpress.com/bookstore/search/author/119734000019563730?q=Daniel%20A.%20Haugen
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T4T NEWS 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

 
Happy New Year!! It is sometimes nice to put aside the old and start fresh in a new year. I know that today’s youth often have 
overwhelming busy lives and they sometimes need a chance to regroup too. I hope that everyone had a chance to have some down 
time over the Christmas break. 
 
This January, the youth will be delivering their youth service on January the 24th. We hope that you will join us as we deliver the 
gospel from a ‘teen’ perspective. The youth are always very thoughtful about how and what they would like to do in their youth services 
and I always appreciate how they so purposely take into account what others in the congregation might like also. We are lucky to have 
these young people in our church family. They keep us on our toes and continually bring joy into the life of our congregation. Thank you 
youth!!! 
 
Many of the youth have been enjoying worship services from the balcony on Sundays. I hope that they can enjoy this time of fellowship 
before the service and also the worship time during the service. They continue to run the power point, also from the balcony, for our 
worship services. We appreciate this very much, especially now with the new projectors which are so much brighter and clearer. 
 

On the weekend of February 5/6 the CLAY youth will be serving at their Coffee House Fundraiser. There will be 
great entertainment and a silent auction. The event will run either Friday or Saturday from 7:00-9:00pm. More details will follow once 
we have the musicians lined up and a firm date. For now, feel free to add this to your calendar to happen either on Friday or 
Saturday night, Feb. 5/6 at 7:00pm. Thank you once again for all your support to help these young people get to their youth gathering 
in Charlottetown this summer! 
 
Have a great New Year!! 
 
Belinda Bratvold, Youth Coordinator 
John Neudorf, Assistant Youth Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Reminder to use the Taxi if you are needing a ride! 

The Transportation Service is for those that 
are unable to get to church because they do not have a 
vehicle/unable to drive.  You are able to use this service for 
other functions at Messiah Lutheran Church.   
 
Call Checker Taxi at 306-3773 or 306-764-3773 and let them 
know you are from Messiah and need a ride to church.  This 
goes for the men as well as the ladies!  All are welcome to use 
this service.  The ride to the church will cost a flat fee of 
$3.00 per one way trip.  The balance of the fee will be 
invoiced to the church.  Remember, if you need a special 
vehicle and/or extra assistance; please advise the 
dispatcher when you call for the pickup.    

 

Sunday School 
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful and happy Christmas 
and New Year!  
Sunday, January 10th will be the first day back for Sunday 
School.  It will be a regular class of teaching.   

Stay tuned for an upcoming fun day later in the month 
that will involve pajamas for the kids and some activity!  I 
will keep you posted on that once a date is chosen.  

Please let me know if you are interested and able to 
teach Sunday School for this month.  I am looking for 
teachers for each of the 3 teaching Sundays.   

Thanks everyone! 
Lori Amyotte 

306 922 1259 or 306 940 9440 
 

 

Moment of Prayer 
 
Come join us on Tuesdays for a 
Moment of Prayer at 12:15 noon 
in the Peace Chapel during the fall 
and winter. 

All Are Welcome!             
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Congratulations to proud grandparents 
Brad & Debby Slywka on the arrival of their 
1st grandchild.  Hoxtan Barry Reginald 
Slywka born on December 18th, 2015 and 
weighed 8lbs 5oz.  Proud parents are  
Matt Slywka and Danie.  Congratulations to 
all! 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Wilf & Millie 
Litzenberger on the arrival of their 1st great 
granddaughter Miia Nicole Ollenberger, 
weighed 7 lbs. 2 oz. born December 29, 2015.   

 

 
 

 

 

LuMinHoS 

Lutheran Ministry in Hospitals of Saskatoon 

 
Fundraiser Dinner 

And 
Silent Auction 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 
Doors open at 5 p.m. 

Manhattan Dance hall On Highway 5 
MC for the evening will be Mr. David Kirton 

 
Homemade Dinner 
Tickets $30 each 

Available from LuMinHos members or the church office. 
(Children 12 and under $15 each) 

Silent Auction items are most welcome, or for more information 
please contact luminhos@sasktel.net, subject line: attention Events 

Or Rhonda Billard at 306-244-4743 or billardr@sasktel.ent. 

 

2015 Garden Potatoes for sale. 
Red and Purple great for boiling and white for fries and baking. 
50 cents a pound - 5 or 10 lb. bags 

Contact:  
Bella Amyotte at 306-940-9834  

or 
            Lochlan Amyotte at 306-961-2186 

 

Arrived in Mesa end of October and enjoying our 
winter. Meeting with our winter friends and relatives and every 
week there is someone dropping by to say hi and enjoy a visit 
on the deck.  Our orange and grapefruit trees are very 
bountiful this year so we are enjoying the fruit.  
Greetings to all....Beverly and Gary  

 

News from a few of our congregational members who have been 
on our prayer list  
 
Alice Greening had a fall in December and broke her shoulder bone. 
She’s recovering slowly and hopes to be back to her old self soon. 
Jennifer Rust went through yet another surgery on her foot in the 
middle of December. She’s slowly coming together and hopes to be 
back on her two feet again soon. 
Hazel McDonald - Hazel has been in hospital for the past 2 months 
due to health problems, both in Prince Albert and Shellbrook. She is 
now in a care home in Leask, SK, close to one of her sons and 
daughter-in-law. She hopes to be moved to Mont St. Joseph’s home 
in Prince Albert when there is availability. She is in relatively good 
health. 
May Dragseth - May has moved from Good Shepherd Villas to the 
Nelson’s Care Home on 7th Street. She mostly uses the help of a 
wheel chair these days but still stays in relatively good health. 
 

 
 

 

mailto:luminhos@sasktel.net
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ICELANDIC CORNER – by Íris Kristjánsdóttir    

New Year’s Eve in Iceland 
(from various sources on the internet and your pastor’s experience!) 

 

New Year’s Eve in Iceland is an extraordinary 
experience, especially in the capital area. This legendary 
night is very much created by the Icelanders who 
collectively do an amazing job with the pyrotechnics and 
celebrations. 
 Traditionally Icelanders start the evening with a 
festive family dinner, it’s rather uncommon that people 
dine out in restaurants. Until a few years ago most 
restaurants were closed on this night. 

The next part of the festivities is a trip to the traditional bonfires (brenna) which have their origins in 
the Middle Ages when people created bonfires to burn the old things they no longer needed. In the city 
and other towns all over the country inhabitants gather around the bonfires, shoot off fireworks, sing and 
dance as they wait to ring in the New Year. The bonfires are simple and somewhat unorganized affairs. 
They are lid up at a specific hour. Then people gather around the fire and some sing while others let their 
kids light some sparkles and small flares. Some bonfires then end with a fireworks show and then people 
head home to get settled before the Áramótaskaup starts. 
 At 22:30, on the dot, every single Icelander on both sides of the Alps (seriously, the streets of 
Reykjavík are completely empty and the only thing moving is the imaginary tumbleweed) sits down to 
watch this satirical sketch show that sheds light on the more comedic sides of the events of the year. This 
is the most anticipated TV event in Iceland every year and EVERYONE has an opinion on how terrible or 
fabulous it was this year. In fact, it’s usually the first thing you are asked when you meet people after the 
new year: So what did you think about the Áramótaskaup? 
 And then the real party begins. The whole nation goes wild with fireworks on New Year's Eve. 
Sometimes when Icelanders tell people that the fireworks in Iceland at midnight are crazy they say that 
they also have fireworks at home. But they soon admit that they have never experienced anything like the 
firework frenzy in Iceland on New Year’s Eve. We are in one word crazy when it comes to fireworks. 
Seriously. At 23:35 a brilliant display of fireworks is unleashed as 200,000 people set off around 500 tons 
of fireworks. They can’t wait for midnight and start shooting ‘em up as soon as Áramótaskaup is finished!  
 Fireworks are sold by ICE-SAR (the Icelandic Association for Search and Rescue), a self-funded 
volunteer group with about 3000 individuals making up 100 search and rescue teams. All the proceeds 
from the fireworks sales go to ensuring ICE-SAR has the best equipment. It’s definitely a great cause 
since more than 1200 rescues (approximately four on any given day) happen in Iceland each year. 
 After midnight, the nightclubs and pubs open and the celebrations go on well into the morning. 
Most people, though, either spend the night with family and friends and house parties are also popular.  

So, if you’re looking for something different and exciting to do on New Year’s Eve in the future, you 
might want to try out a trip to Iceland. I’m sure it will be an unforgettable experience!   


