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Messiah Lutheran Church 

1796-15TH Avenue East 

Prince Albert, SK   S6V 8A1 

E-mail:  messiah@sasktel.net 

Website:  www.messiahluthpa.com 

 

Monday – Office Closed 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday  

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Pastor Íris Kristjansdottir 

Iriskrist71@gmail.com  Cell #306-980-9598  

 

Donna Deobald  

Administrative Assistant 

Office #: 306-763-7374   Fax#306-763-6284 
 

****************************************************** 

2016 Council 
EXECUTIVE 

Chairperson:         Cheryl Bauer Hyde 

Vice Chairperson:    Troy Hufnagel 

Secretary:         Robert Bratvold 
 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINISTRY TEAM: 

Education Ministry Team:  

Merv Bender      

Jean Myers 

 

Worship Ministry Team:  

Colleen Bowen 

   
Outreach Ministry Team: 
Stanley Livingstone  
Jennifer Rust 
   
Property Management Ministry Team 
Robert Bratvold 
Troy Hufnagel 
Ron Scansen 

 

. 

 

 
JOIN US FOR OUR 

REMEMBRANCE DAY  
FALL SUPPER 

 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2015 

 
Doors open:  3:00 pm 

Supper:   4:00 p.m. – 6:00 pm. 

  

Adults:                           $15.00 

Children 6 – 12 years:   $  7.00 

5 & Under:                         Free 
 

Menu featuring Roast 

Beef & Meat Balls! 

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
mailto:Iriskrist71@gmail.com
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For the next twelve months, we Lutherans will join with other churches and denominations in celebrating the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation. My devotions in our newsletter for those months will be based on this topic and I will use various resources that will help 

us get a clearer picture of what the reformation was all about. 

  In this November newsletter I want to share with you information that I got from a reformation resource book, published by the 

ELCA, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America this past summer. The following tidbit was also an insert with our bulletin on 

Reformation Sunday, October 30th.  

Martin Luther: Monk to Reformer 

We live in an era when fame is intend to become famous, and yet he changed the world, 

helping to usher in the modern era.  

This little sheet doesn’t have room to detail Luther’s life and accomplishments, and you will 

probably be hearing a lot about them from many sources, so this will highly desired. Whether 

it’s getting hits on social media, getting invited to desirable gatherings, or making it big in 

Hollywood or Nashville, people want to be known, to be memorable— often for the wrong 

reasons. It’s noteworthy, then, that in 2017 the Lutheran church—and the world—marks a big 

anniversary involving one of our own (our founder, actually). Martin Luther didn’t just provide a 

brief overview.  

Martin Luther was born in 1483 in what is now central Germany but then was a separate 

principality called Saxony. His parents tried to give him a good education and hoped he would 

become a lawyer. Instead, when he was twenty-one he became a Catholic monk. He wanted to earn God’s love but was tormented by 

the sense that he could never be good enough. He punished himself mercilessly until finally a wise mentor sent him to study and teach 

Bible at the then new University of Wittenberg.  

Not long after he arrived there, he became incensed by the church saying, in effect, that if people bought a certain document—an 

indulgence—it would provide God’s forgiveness for their (or a loved one’s) sins. Being a university professor, he wrote a list of ninety-

five sentences to debate about the topic. That list, the Ninety-Five Theses, stirred up a hornet’s nest in the church and began the 

Reformation. He made them public on October 31, 1517—coming up on five hundred years ago.  

For challenging the church and refusing to back down, Luther was called before 

the Holy Roman emperor, Charles V, at a meeting in the imperial city of Worms. 

Asked to take back what he had written, he refused and was declared an outlaw. 

Anyone could have captured him and killed him or turned him in to authorities, in 

which case his death was likely. Fortunately, his own prince protected him, hiding 

him out in a castle where he began translating the Bible into German. In the 

process, he helped create the standard German language.  

Luther wrote many influential books, most of which are still valued today. He created the Small Catechism to guide ordinary people in 

learning about God. He wrote hymns such as “A mighty fortress is our God.” He was a passionate, sometimes crudely mannered man, 

and in later life he wrote terrible, cruel things about the Jewish people, statements for which the Lutheran church has apologized.  

Yet Luther was a remarkable man, helping to create the modern notion of what it means to be an individual, not just an atom in a sea of 

molecules, and, of course, reviving and reforming the church. He is a man worth celebrating! 

 

            Montly message from Íris Kristjánsdóttir 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

Although most of this information is available if you read the posted Council meeting minutes, we know that’s not always possible so 

here’s some news from our September/October Council meetings and activities.  Other activities and events are mentioned throughout 

the newsletter and in our weekly bulletins.   

The Little Free Pantry / The Little Free Wardrobe:  This concept comes from the ‘little free library’ idea.  It’s about 

communities helping and supporting others in their community.  People, both within our congregation and others who see the 

pantry/wardrobe box, can donate items.  Anybody who wishes is able to take items from the box.  Do we know if the ‘right’ or ‘people in 

need’ will be the ones who take items?  No, we don’t but it is our hope that individuals who need items will take, and those that don’t 

will leave items for those that do!  And likewise, you can donate items or not!  It’s entirely up to you but the option is available. 

A local woman is the organizer, and she hopes to have pantries / boxes set up throughout the community.  The pantries are set up in 

locations where they are accessible to anyone who may benefit – outside and in ‘high traffic’ locations.  While fresh fruits and 

vegetables can be put in during the summer months, generally the best things to contribute are non-perishable food items, diapers, 

clothing items such as mitts, scarves, socks.  Certainly non-perishable and items not subject to temperature fluctuations (freezing, heat, 

etc.) are the best. 

Council has approved installation of a pantry on the northwest (by the sidewalk on 15th Avenue).  We’re not sure if that will happen this 

fall but will keep you up-to-date on whether the project moves forward.  Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Constitution / Bylaw Update:  The Constitution and Bylaws have been reviewed and updated to reflect the ELCIC Model 

Constitution and how Messiah now functions.  A document outlining the current (dated February 1, 1991 with some later additions / 

amendments) information is available in printed or electronic form, and a congregational discussion will be scheduled prior to a Sunday 

Service in November/December.  It is anticipated that the changes will be brought forward at the Annual General Meeting for review 

and approval, and then submitted to the Synod Constitutional Review process. 

Lay Academy Inaugural Session - November 19, 2016 at 11:30am:  In response to a call for congregations that 

are interested in hosting this inaugural session, we have been selected as one of two congregations in SK.  The other congregation is 

Good Shepherd in Saskatoon; in addition to two congregations in the other Western Synods – British Columbia, Alberta, and 

Manitoba/Northern Ontario.  More information is provided in another area of the newsletter. 

Building Lighting:  As you may have heard or observed, the lighting has been updated to LED with the exception of the 

Sanctuary.  The Sask Power incentive program terminated unexpectedly in July, so we proceeded with the majority of the church at a 

cost of almost $33,000 which was about $15,000 over our capital budget for the year.  We did this to take advantage of the incentive 

program but felt that we couldn’t proceed with the Sanctuary as the estimated cost was another $30,000 plus.  Over the next few 

months, we will be asking the congregation for capital funds to replace the extra amount we spent in 2016 and to complete the work on 

the Sanctuary (approximately $45,000 in total).  We will also provide you with information regarding the decrease in power and heating 

costs due to the new furnaces and what we hope to see from the move to LED lighting.  The current lighting lasted over 25 years, and 

the replacement lighting is not only better for our eyes but also better from an environmental and cost perspective.  We welcome your 

questions and prayers as we continue to update and ensure the future viability of our building. 

Sunday School:  We give thanks for our new Sunday School co-ordinator Kari (and Mark) Thompson.  It’s obvious from the 

excitement of the children and the continued dynamic look of the bulletin boards, that the team of Kari and Mark are having a positive 

impact on our Sunday School program. 
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Youth:  While we haven’t found a Youth group co-ordinator yet, a meeting was held with youth and parents in October.  Together the 

youth and parent volunteers will strive to have at least one youth event per month (the corn maze and activities with the Rosthern youth 

took place in October).   

Peyton Rindal has volunteered to co-ordinate the projection unit for Sunday services so we give thanks for Peyton and the group of 

volunteers that make sure the rest of us can follow along on the screens. 

Property Management:  Thank you to the Property Management Ministry Team and the Men’s group, 

and all the volunteers that took on projects on Clean up Saturday, or prior to / after that day.   Good progress 

was made, and the sign-up lists, will be updated and posted so that outstanding projects can be identified and 

perhaps worked on over the winter, if appropriate.  A spring session will be scheduled for April / May 2017. 

There have been concerns expressed about the missing asphalt (holes) in the driveway.  The Property Team has been in touch with 

several companies, however, has not been successful in obtaining service to have these holes repaired due to the very small nature of 

the job.  We are aware of the issue, and will continue to look for a solution in the spring. 

If you have an item to pass on to the Property Team, please talk to anyone of the committee members (Troy Hufnagel, Robert Bratvold, 

Wayne Hyde, Ron Scansen) and/or pass on the information to Donna in the office.  A log of items raised is maintained which includes 

the priority of the item and who is assigned to deal with it. 

Reformation 2017:  Pastor Iris has been in discussion with Bishop Albert, RC Diocese, regarding an Ecumenical Reformation 

service; timing before/around Pentecost (June 2017).  More details and information to follow. 

Restorative Justice Week is November 20 – 27:  Heather Driedger, Parkland Restorative Justice, has indicated that 

representatives are available. We will invite a representative to provide information to the congregation prior to a Sunday Service in 

January / February, 2017. 

Representatives for affiliated and community organizations (eg. Kinasao, LuMinHos, Faith Life):  

We know that many people in our congregation are active in either Lutheran-affiliated and/or community organizations, and feel that 

this information should be shared with the congregation.  Then if you have a question or want more information about specific 

organizations, you can ask these people.  The list we have at this point includes: 

- Faith Life – Donna Deobald 
- LuMinHos – Jennifer Rust 
- Kinasao Ambassador – Merv Bender (Wayne Hyde and Lynnae Wagner are on the board) 
- Lutheran Broadcast – Rick Johnson (and several members from Messiah on board) 
- National Church Council – Dennis Serfas 
- Synod Council – Merv Bender and Cheryl Bauer Hyde 
- Rose Garden Hospice – Dennis Ulmer 
- Foodbank – Garth Ulrich 

 

We know there are others that are on the boards of or represent other community-based and/or affiliated Lutheran organizations.  If 

you are one of those people, please let one of the Council members or Donna in the office know so that we can add your name to the 

list. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of and prayers for our congregation, our pastor, staff, committee members and volunteers as we 

move forward with the ministry of the church – ‘what would Jesus do!’ 

On behalf of Church Council 

Cheryl Bauer Hyde, Chair  
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Lay Academy Inaugural Session 

November 19, 2016 

The Lay Academy is a new program of the seminary, and four Western Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
(ELCIC), that seeks to provide continuing education opportunities for lay people in the church and for those being prepared for the 
ELCIC’s National Authorized Lay Ministry program. 

Saturday, November 19, introduces the first 90-minute session of the Lay Academy led by Rev. Tim LeDrew.  This interactive 

presentation is titled “Faith and Sport”, and focuses on the role of sport in society and how this fits with our allegiance to God and 

following Jesus. 

The unique online format provides the opportunity for multiple sites, from across the four Western provinces, to listen and interact with 

the Pastor Tim using learning technologies provided by Lutheran Theological Seminar in Saskatoon. 

Registration is $25, and is payable at the door.  Pre-registration is required so if you plan to attend, please contact Donna at the office 

by Friday, November 4, to register as the number of participants is limited to 15.  If fewer than 15 people from Messiah register by 

November 4, the session will be opened up to neighbouring congregations. 

Please talk to Pastor Iris or Council members if you would like more information. 

In addition to Messiah, host congregations for this session are the Evangelical Church of the Cross, Calgary; Holy Spirit Lutheran 

Church, Edmonton; Messiah Lutheran Church, Camrose; Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Surrey; Trinity Lutheran Church, Delta; St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church, Winnipeg; Gimili Lutheran Church; and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Saskatoon. 

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN WOMEN 
 
Thanks to all who participated in any way in the Fall Faire we held here at Messiah on October 22nd, 2016.  
 
The next event for the ladies will be a Christmas party on Tuesday, December 13th.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
From Reformation 500 Sourcebook, copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

Sunday School 
The Sunday School program continues and our numbers have been slowly increasing which is great to see!  

The schedule and teacher sign-up sheet is up and posted on the Sunday School update board in the hallway.  If you are interested 

and willing to teach, please sign up!   

In November there are regular classes on the 6th and 20th. The 13th will be a movie day and the 27th there will be no Sunday school 

so the kids can attend the Hanging of the Greens. 

For those who have not completed a registration form for your children for this Sunday School year, please come and see us and 

we will get you a form to complete and return. 

Thank you! 

Kari Thompson – (306) 961-0966 kcochet@sasktel.net 

 Mark Thompson – (306) 961-0382 markust@sasktel.net 

 

mailto:kcochet@sasktel.net
mailto:markust@sasktel.net
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Youth Activities in November  

There will be two events for our youth in the month of November: 

 

Nerf War, November 5 at 2pm  

– for all youth (7th grade and older) 

One of the games that the youth loved to play in our CLAY 

gathering this summer was Nerf War. It’s an activity involving Nerf 

blasters or other foam-firing toy weapon. The youth will meet up in church on 

November 5 at 2pm to play this game – there will be Nerf guns there, but if you have one, bring it with you. 

There will be snacks and drinks there for all. We will have a blast! 

 

 

Murder Mystery, November 19 at 6pm – for T4T youth (9th grade and older) 

T4T youth are invited for supper on November 19 at 6:00 sharp 

(until around 9:30 or 10:00). At this supper, someone WILL be 

murdered (but NOT with a Nerf gun) and you will all be required 

to help solve the murder. 

We will need to know who will be there so we can assign each of 

you with a character. Please reply to Colleen Bowen at 

swordfish@sasktel.net by Sunday Nov 13. Tell us YES you will 

be there or NO I am unable to make it. If we don't hear from you, 

Colleen will be stalking you so be prepared! 

Supper will either be at the church or at Collen’s house. Stay tuned for the location and further instructions. It's 

gonna be fun! Hope you can be there! 

 

PS: A little note from your pastor: If you, like me, might think these activities sound a little brutal, think of it this 

way: Aside from both of these games being so much fun, I see them as a great opportunity for the youth to get 

to know each other better and spend time together. Since I very much dislike guns, I like to think of the bullets 

in the Nerf guns as “arrows of love and connection”, and the murder mystery game as an “exercise of the 

mind”. In all of this is the community of Christ, bonding, playing, socializing, and having fun!  

 

 

 

mailto:swordfish@sasktel.net
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From Reformation 500 Sourcebook, copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 
BLESSINGS AND PRAYERS BASED ON THOSE IN LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM 
 
The Small Catechism of Martin Luther includes blessings for morning, evening, and around the household meal.  

These prayers are a treasured heritage and deservedly continue to be widely used. In the spirit of Luther’s original blessings,  

these alternatives are offered—not to replace those by Luther, but to supplement them. These new versions are written with 

today’s Christians in mind and in some cases are designed for particular situations. Luther’s originals may be found in  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pages 1166–67. 

 

TABLE BLESSINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Table Blessing to Begin a Meal for Families 

One of the family speaks this or another similar Bible passage. 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 

the world, and those who live in it. (Ps. 24:1 NRSV) 

 

Then all who are able speak this prayer together. 

All here gathered, food from the land, 

all is gift from your gracious hand. 

Feed us today; feed all those who hunger; 

teach us to feed one another. 

We ask this in the name of the one who is our bread, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
A Table Blessing to End a Meal for Families 
One of the family speaks this or another similar Bible passage. 

Rejoice in the Lord always. (Phil. 4:4) 

Then this prayer is spoken. All may speak it together,  

or it may be said responsively between one and all as  

indicated. 

For our food, we rejoice. 

For our friends, we rejoice. 

For every good gift, we rejoice. 

Thank you, O God, for this time to eat together. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

A Table Blessing for a Group Gathering 

Blessed are you, O God, giver of all. 

You adorn our tables with food and give companionship  

for our journeys. 

Be present with us as we are fed in body and spirit, 

that our sharing this meal is a sign of your life broken and  

shared for the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

  

A Table Blessing to End a Meal 
Blessed are you, O God, giver of all. 
We give you thanks for this food that nourishes us. 
We give you thanks for this good earth that provides for us and for  
all your creatures. 
Open our hands in humble service to the land and its people. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

A Blessing for Those Who Eat Alone 
You have been gracious to your land, O Lord. (Ps. 85:1 ELW) 
 
Gracious God, you are the source of all goodness. 

For this food before me, thank you. 

For the hands that prepared it, thank you. 

For the lands and water that provide nourishment, thank you. 

Extend my offering of thanks through works of justice, peace,  

and love for the earth and all its creatures. 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Calling All Singers!! 

Thanksgiving is behind us, with the turkey leftovers probably gone! We have only Halloween 

and Remembrance Day between us and Christmas!  With those days of joy and music and 

lights just ahead of us, I want to bring singers together to learn some Christmas music to sing 

during the Advent season. We will practise at 9:30 on Sunday mornings, October 30th, 

November 6, 13, and 20.  Then we will be practising AND singing at services throughout 

Advent (Nov. 27, Dec 4, 11, and 18). You don't need previous experience singing with a 

choir.  You don't need to commit to anything more than these two months - (I promise the music will not be difficult). You just need to 

love to sing and have a little fun. Please join us October 30th in the sanctuary.  If you are unable to make it to that first practise, 

please give me a call at 306-763-7389 just to let me know you plan to be there.  (It will help me make the final music choices.)~ 

Colleen Bowen 

 

MESSIAH NEWS . . . . .  
 

Tammie Leonard news: 
 
Tammie Leonard is very excited to announce her upcoming book launch here at Messiah Lutheran Church 
on Wednesday, November 2 at 7 p.m.  She is launching two books, 365 Days For Me, a book to motivate 
and inspire success in all areas of your life 365 days of the year and.....A Year of Gratitude, a gratitude 
journal in which she shares the many ways we can find gratitude in our daily living and the powerful impact 
gratitude and gratitude journaling can have on our happy, healthy, successful lives. Tammie Leonard is very 
excited to announce her upcoming book launch here at Messiah Lutheran Church on Wednesday, 
November 2 at 7 p.m.  She is launching two books, 365 Days For Me, a book to motivate and inspire 
success in all areas of your life 365 days of the year and.....A Year of Gratitude, a gratitude journal in which 

she shares the many ways we can find gratitude in our daily living and the powerful impact gratitude and gratitude journaling can have 
on our happy, healthy, successful lives. 
 

 
Dennis & Annette Ulmer news: 
 
This picture was taken in Neumarket Square in Dresden, Germany, one of the places we visited 
while travelling in Europe this fall. The building behind Luther’s statue is Frauenkirche, (Church of our 
Lady), it was built in the 11th century and began as a Roman Catholic Church. Shortly after the 
Reformation, it became a Protestant (Lutheran ) Church. It was rebuilt in the 1700’s but completely 
destroyed in WW ll, and then rebuilt in 1994 after the unification of Germany. It is very ornate and 
beautiful inside, the amount of gold used in the altar is staggering. The statue depicts Luther as a 
stern, stubborn looking individual and so I thought that wearing my Roughrider jersey was 
appropriate since us fans cheer for the team regardless of circumstances. 
 

 

Angeline & Morris Hesje news: 

Odyssey Productions presents the comedy "Baba and Gido's 50th Wedding Anniversary" at Plaza 88 
on November 24, 25 and 26th. The tickets for this dinner theatre go on sale at Canadian Tire on 
October 1st. Get your tickets early as this production usually sells out quickly. You will recognize 
Baba and Gido as Angeline and Morris Hesje.  
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MEATBALLS . . . .  

As you can see the “Meatball Team” were at it again!  As usual, they always seem to have a good time rolling . .  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:   The potluck in November will be held on November 13th.  
No need to bring anything for this month except yourself and $5.  Lunch will 
consist of “beef on a bun / chili”. Thank you to Wayne & Cheryl and Anne & 
Roger for looking after these arrangements. 

 

 Kinasao Loonie Box program. For those of you who have a Loonie Box, please return them to the church office anytime in 

November.  

 Moment of Prayer ~ Come join us on Tuesdays for a Moment of Prayer at 12:15 noon in the Peace 

Chapel during the fall and winter. All are welcome.   

 

November 27th - First Sunday in Advent: 

                                      "The Hanging of the Greens” 

This is a special service where we will all decorate the church with various Christmas decorations and reflect 

on how they can remind us of the true message of Christmas. People in our congregation will read scripture 

readings, children and youth will help decorate the church and everyone is invited to bring ornaments for the 

Christmas tree. If you want to add gifts under the tree that will go to children in our community, bring it with you to church. 

Also, if you want to participate in the service by reading or helping out in other ways, please let Donna or Pastor Iris know. 

 

Gifts from the Heart 

Wonder what to get that person that has everything?  Check out the pamphlets on the back table in the Narthex.  

Gift ideas that change lives.                                                                   

 

 

 

                             

A happy heart is the best service we can give to God. 
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  Since 1946 CLWR has made humanitarian relief shipments to 
those in need around the world. Through the dedication of 
churches, service groups, and individuals of all ages the We Care 

program continues to ship thousands of quilts, kits, and other much-needed supplies every year. These tremendous gifts 
provide basic necessities to those living in adverse conditions, like refugee camps, poverty-stressed regions, and in the wake 
of natural disasters. The “We Care Bags” will be available to pick up after the 13th of November.   
 
 
 

 

Betty Babcock from Prince Albert has made 1450 dresses out of pillowcases. She 

started making these dresses around 4- 5 ½ years ago.  These dresses are shipped off 

to CLWR where they distributed to those in need. Betty is the sister and sister-in-law to 

Bill & Gail Baerwald who attend church at Messiah. She appreciates all the pillows 

cases that have come from Messiah and friends . . . . . 

 

 

 

      

Connecting faith to everyday life. 

Through the CONGREGATIONAL SUBSCRIPTION PLAN, Canada Lutheran is available at a significantly reduced rate to the members 

of the ELCIC. For only $17.50 - just over $2 per issue – you can receive Canada Lutheran eight times a year. If you would like to renew 

your subscription, or if this is the first time you have ordered, please contact Donna Deobald, who is Messiah’s Canada Lutheran 

Representative. Deadline for orders is November 9th, 2016. 

 

Canadian Lutheran/Anglican Calendar – 2017 

If you would like to order a 2017 Calendar, Donna will be taking orders until November 30th. The 

cost will depend on how many are ordered.  The cost could be anywhere from $3.50 to $5 + GST, 

depending how many are ordered.  Call or email the office. 

 

   

Inspiring Ministry – Upholding God’s People 

             BISHOP: Rev Dr. Sid Haugen: Email: shaugen@elcic.ca 
                                                               714 Preston Avenue, Saskatoon, SK 
                                                               Office Phone: (306) 244-2474; Fax: (306) 664-8677;  
                                                               Office Email: sksynod@elcic.ca Website: www.sasksynod.elcic.ca 

mailto:shaugen@elcic.ca
http://www.sasksynod.elcic.ca/
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The Canadian Soldier 
Written by Rick Ronning 

 

He climbed the hill at Vimy Ridge, while bullets fell like hail, 
He braved barbed wire, mud and blood at a town called Passchendaele. 

He led the charge through no man’s land, a horrible place to die. 
And now he lies in Flanders Field, where larks still bravely fly. 

 
He faced the mustard gas attack, while those around him fell, 

He paid with blood and damaged lung, his life a living hell. 
And when that war was over, he stopped to count the dead, 

This war will end all wars, the Canadian soldier said. 
 

But evil doesn’t slumber and in ’39 again, 
Freedom would be lost without the brave Canadian. 

At Dieppe he was first to land amid the cannon’s roar, 
And he alone was first to die upon that bloody shore. 

 
He scaled the cliffs of Sicily though no one thought he could, 
He rode triumphant into Rome where Caesar once had stood. 
At Juno Beach he beat the odds, he knew there was a chance, 

To change the course of history by liberating France. 
 

In Holland, he brought food and toys and dried the children’s tears, 
And gave new hope to families who hadn’t smiled in years. 

And when that war was over and he stopped to count the dead, 
This war will end all wars the Canadian soldier said. 

 
Korea called in ’50 and again he heard the call, 

For freedom isn’t worthy if it isn’t for us all. 
He helped to keep the peace in Honduras and Uganda, 

And he patrolled the ravaged streets of Zaire and Rwanda. 
 

He was there when the war ended between Iraq and Iran, 
And India’s ceasefire with her neighbour Pakistan. 

And when those wars were over and he stopped to count the dead, 
These wars will surely put an end to war the soldier said. 

 
And he was in Afghanistan, where freedom once again, 

Was placed within the hands of the brave Canadian. 
He patrolled the streets of Kabul, protecting people’s right, 

To go to school and shop for food and sleep right through the night. 
 

Syria was next to fall upon the tyrant’s blade, 
And Canada is there again, the innocents to save. 

So, war, it seems keeps going and man keeps killing man, 
Although we sacrifice for peace, it’s hard to understand. 

 
And when he falls in battle, and he breaths his last breath, 
He comes back home to Canada, where he is laid to rest. 

And now his war is over, his battle finally done, 
He takes his place among the best, he is Canadian. 

 



12 
 

October 2016 ICELANDIC CORNER – by Íris Kristjánsdóttir     

 
BBC America published an interesting article about 10 English that were adopted from Icelandic and 

the other Norse languages. The following is taken from their website: 

http://www.bbcamerica.com/anglophenia/2015/10/10-words-we-got-from-the-vikings/ 

10 Words We Got From The Vikings 

 The English language has a nerve claiming to be Anglo-Saxon or a pure-breed of 

any sort. It’s a mishmash of dialects, languages and one-off words that come from 

several migrating nations—both into the British Isles and from the various nations 

Britain colonized—dating back to Roman times. And one of the largest influences 

on the development of modern-day English comes from the Vikings. 

They came from Denmark, Sweden and Norway, partly to rob, partly to invade and 

settle, and the legacy of language they left behind remains indelibly marked in 

English dictionaries to this day. They even managed to secure two of the days of 

the week—Thursday – Thor’s Day and Tuesday – Tiw’s Day—although claims that Wednesday—Wodan’s Day—also counts are 

thought to be wide of the mark, as Wodan/Odin proves to have been a common figure in all Germanic and Norse mythology. 

Here are 10 examples of words the Vikings taught us, whether we wanted them to or not: 

Ransack 

From the old norse rannsaka, which means to search a house, this is clearly a word that has come to betray more about how the 

owners of the houses felt to have been searched, than the merits (or otherwise) of the search itself. 

 

Window 

A vindauga is a wind-eye, referring to the ability to see things coming up outside of your home while remaining sheltered inside it. Very 

descriptive group, the Vikings. 

 

Slaughter 

Comes from slatra and, fittingly, that’s the Norse verb for butchery. 

 

Aloft 

Lopt is the Norse word for the sky, heaven and a loft, while á means on. So bearing something aloft means to carry them up to heaven, 

or the sky, or put them away until next Christmas. 

 

Husband 

A portmanteau word in which hús (house) and bóndi (occupier and tiller of soil) are fused together into a single term that is curiously 

quiet on the subject of wives. Húsbóndi means house-occuper (and gardener). 

 

Blunder 

The word blundra means to shut your eyes and therefore to walk around banging into things. The extra layer of meaning—to “blunder” 

is to make a clumsy mistake—came later, but suits the word perfectly. 
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Happy  

Pharrell Williams didn’t manage to get this into his song, but happ is the Old Norse word for good fortune or fate. So if you’re happy 

(and you know it), that is because you’ve been blessed with good luck. 

 

Heathen  

Never has a word been so aptly coined. The Vikings called those people who lived on heathland or open country heiðinn, and the 

inference is clearly that they are hicks, backwood sorts, who have not benefitted from recent advances in modern living. That the word 

was later taken up by Christians and used to describe non-Christians from less civilized nations is just a reiteration of the term’s snooty 

origins. 

 

Scales  

This isn’t referring to fragmented sections on a fish’s skin or the system for organizing musical notes; we’re talking weighing scales. 

The name for these comes from skal, a word for a bowl or drinking cup. And if you’re thinking there is something familiar about this, 

that’s because skol (or skål) is a Viking drinking toast. 

 

Yule  

Not content with half-inching a good portion of the words that now constitute their language from their Viking invaders, the English 

purloined several festive customs from Scandanavia too, including jol, a pagan feast set in the depths of the winter solstice. 

(All the Old Norse words mentioned above are still used by Icelanders. Of all the Scandinavian languages, Icelandic is most similar to 

the Old Norse.  

 


