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Messiah Lutheran Church 

1796-15TH Avenue East 

Prince Albert, SK   S6V 8A1 

E-mail:  messiah@sasktel.net 

Website:  www.messiahluthpa.com 

 

Monday – Office Closed 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday  

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Pastor Íris Kristjansdottir 

Iriskrist71@gmail.com  Cell #306-980-9598  

 

Donna Deobald  

Administrative Assistant 

Office #: 306-763-7374   Fax#306-763-6284 
 

****************************************************** 

2017 Council 
EXECUTIVE 

Chairperson:         Cheryl Bauer Hyde 

Vice Chairperson:    Troy Hufnagel 

Secretary:         Robert Bratvold 
 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINISTRY TEAM: 

Education Ministry Team:  

Merv Bender      

Jean Myers 

 

Worship Ministry Team:  

Colleen Bowen 

   
Caring Ministry & Community Service 
Stanley Livingstone  
Jennifer Rust 
   
Property Management Ministry Team 
Robert Bratvold 
Troy Hufnagel 
Ron Scansen 

 

POTLUCK LUNCH FOLLOWING WORSHIP SERVICE ON  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8TH. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

HOSTING FOR JANUARY ARE FAMILIES WITH THE LAST NAMES 

BEGINNING WITH THE LETTER F – I. 

All are invited to bring a little something to table to for all to share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A New Year Prayer 

May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;  

Not by making your path easy,  
But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you,  
But by taking fear from your heart;  

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping your face bright, 

even in the shadows; 
Not by making your life always pleasant, 

But by showing you 
When people and their causes need you most, 
and by making you anxious to be there to help. 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you  
for the year ahead. 

 
~ Anonymous 

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
mailto:Iriskrist71@gmail.com
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Happy New Year! The number of years just gets higher, doesn’t it? We’ve hit 2017 and if this 
keeps going there’s no knowing where it will end! At the dawning of a new year many people start 
thinking about what they did or didn’t do the past year, and what they would like for the new year 
to bring. Some people make resolutions or goals, others might just spend some time in prayerful 
mediation. For this first month of the year I want to give you a few verses from the Bible that might 
be helpful for you or of guidance to you in this year to come. 
 
From Luke 2:10-11 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in 
David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. 
Yes, this is a verse from the Christmas story – but what better example of a new beginning is there than the birth of Jesus? A Savior 
who came to give us good news and great joy – meditating on these things can help us put things in perspective as we enter a new 
year or a new phase of life. 

From Isaiah 60:20 
Your sun will no longer set; your moon will no longer wane. The Lord will be an everlasting light for you, and your days of mourning will 
be ended. 
The 60th chapter of Isaiah is about new beginnings and making the new better than the old. In this verse the emphasis is on the Lord 
as our light and an end to days of mourning. Whether we’re wanting to move past a year that was filled with tragedy or hardship, or just 
want this coming year to be better than the last one, every verse of Isaiah 60 speaks to promotion and new beginnings. 

From Revelation 21:5 
Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look! I’m making all things new.” He also said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.” 
God makes everything new. This simple thought is one of the most profound, and can carry us through any change: God is always on 
the throne, and is always making all things new. 

From 2 Corinthians 5:17 
So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation. The old things have gone away, and look, new things have 
arrived! 
So then, if we believe that Jesus is the Son of God and died for our sins, then we are no longer what we once were. It’s true that bad 
things happen even to believers, and we all still make mistakes – but we don’t have to live with the permanent spiritual consequences 
of those things. Jesus has made all things new for us. 

From Ecclesiastes 9:7 
Go, eat your food joyfully and drink your wine happily because God has already accepted what you do. 
Ok, this verse is probably not intended as justification for any careless decision that we make. But it does speak about God’s love for 
us and God’s desire for us to enjoy ourselves. If we’ve made a new year’s resolution or life decision in prayer, then according to this 
verse, we now have permission to relax and enjoy the results of our new decision. 

From Romans 12:2 
Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure out what 
God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and mature. 
Now here’s a good verse for a new beginning. It speaks of God’s will for our lives, but it is also a call to action on our parts. We can be 
transformed by Jesus, but it’s up to us to renew our minds and bring our faith to action. Renewing the mind is a constant process, but 
one with great rewards. Any major life change or new habit requires a new process of thinking, and allowing God to take part in that 
transformation is the way to achieve this. 
 
Whatever new beginning you might be facing, my prayer is that these verses may speak to your need and give you a starting point for 
seeking God in this time of transition. Happy New Year of 2017!    

 

         A few verses for the New Year 
                                                            by Iris Kristjánsdóttir    
 



3 
 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church Council  

 
 

Best Wishes from Church Council for a healthy and happy 2017! 

 

 

Some dates and upcoming events to note: 

 

- Pastor Eldon Danielson will lead the service on January 8.  As noted previously, this will provide Pastor Iris with a ‘long 

weekend’ break, which will continue on a quarterly basis with her next scheduled weekend on April 23. 

 
- January 8 at 9:30 am in the Peace Chapel:  Messiah Constitution update – if you are interested in a discussion regarding 

the proposed update to the Messiah Constitution. 

 
- January 8 following the service:  potluck lunch 

 

- January 22 at 9:45 am in the Peach Chapel:  Restorative Justice Program representative, Heather Driedger, will 

provide information about this program. 

 
- January 21 and 28; February 4 and 11:  Lay Academy series of 4 sessions lead by Rev. Marlin Aadland, former Bishop BC 

Synod, on Galatians: What Is The Good News That Sets Us Free.  These are 90 minute sessions tentatively scheduled for 

11:30 am to 1 pm SK Time.  It is anticipated that the cost will be $15/session or $45 for all 4 sessions.  Please let Donna in the 

office know if you are interested in participating. 

 
On Sunday, February 26, following the service we will hold the Messiah Annual General Meeting.  Some agenda 
items include approval of the revised Constitution, capital projects (primarily the lighting replacement at this time), and the 
need for and value of an additional staff person to support youth and other work in the parish.  
 

Like many in our congregation and beyond, Council is concerned about both the short notice and termination of the Radio Broadcast.   

We have offered our congregation’s support to the ELB Board, and will wait to hear from them as to what actions might be taken 

following their meeting in January. 

 

A letter to the Editor of the Prince Albert Daily Herald on December 28 said … ‘The days leading up to New Year's are truly a period for 

self-reflection.  Did we achieve the goals that we set out for ourselves? How have we positively contributed to our communities in any 

meaningful way?  Have we worked towards becoming better versions of ourselves?  Many individuals are caught up in the news 

headlines, world politics and are quick to judge and critique the actions of others.  But like Ghandi once said, "Be the change you wish 

to see in the world."  If we can all work towards this mantra, and truly work towards improving ourselves, I am sure that we can see a 

revolution in progressing towards world peace.’ 

 

 

 

As Christians, we just need to ask ourselves, “What would Jesus do?”– that’s the only goal we’ll need for not 

only the new year but every day of our lives. 

 

 

On behalf of Church Council 

Cheryl Bauer Hyde, Chair 
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Congregational News . . . .     
       

       Santa on a bike!   

        

                       Any guesses? 

                                           

 

                           
 

Congratulations to Ken & Betty Haugen on their 50th   Anniversary  

which they celebrated on December 27, 2016.  

They were treated with supper in Saskatoon by Ken’s brothers,  

sister and their spouses.  An added bonus was a gift from their  

                       children and spouses to Cirque du Soleil O in Vegas in January!  

                       God’s Blessing to you both. 
 

 ETERNITY FOR TODAY has a local flair in this  
edition. The January 22-28 devotions were written by  
Elaine Serfas. Pick up your copy in the narthex. 

 

 Hazel Schultz reports a good Christmas in Edmonton with her family. 
 

 Receipts are available either before or after worship service.   
Please check your statements and if there are any questions,  
Harvey Jacobsen will be happy to answer or to check into any  
discrepancies that may exist.  Also please pick up your offering envelopes for 2017.  

      H2H and T4T Youth 

         February 5th – Youth Service  
     with participation of T4T & Confirmation Youth! 
 

 

Happy New Year Everyone! 
We wish everyone all the best in 2017. 

The first day of Sunday School will be January 8, 2017. There will 
be regular teaching Sundays January 8, 15, 22 and 29. Please 
let us know if you are interested in teaching this month. You can 
find the schedule and teacher sig-up sheet posted on the Sunday 
School update board in the hallway. 
 
Thank you! 
 

Kari Thompson – 306-916-0966 kcochet@sasktel.net 

Mark Thompson – 306-961-0382 marust@sasktel.net 

 

 

Bible Study – All Welcome! 

 

To Love Our Neighbours As Ourselves 

 

A Study of Orders of Ministry in the ELCIC – 

Bible studies at Messiah in January 

The months leading up to the 500th anniversary 

of the Lutheran Reformation in 2017 afford our 

church the unique and timely opportunity to think 

about how best we might participate in God’s 

mission in our contemporary context. We can 

take some time to be a little introspective about 

how we are doing and how we might want to 

change or adapt to new realities. Ecclesia 

semper reformanda est. The church is ever 

reforming. 

In March 215, the ELCIC National Church 

Council asked the Faith, Order and Doctrine 

Committee to work on the topic of Orders of 

Ministry. This project includes both a study guide 

for the whole church and a white paper of 

theological issues to be used as a guide for NCC 

reflection and decisions and in the ELCIC’s 

dialogue with ecumenical partners in the future. 

The white paper will be delivered to NCC in the 

fall of 2017 and will focus on the whole church’s 

diakonia with a special attention to diaconal 

ministry. 

Congregations within the ELCIC have been 

invited to go through this study in the year 

leading up to our Reformation celebration. The 

material has been provided for and will be 

distributed to participants in the weeks before the 

study begins. Here at Messiah we will use four 

Wednesdays in January and February 2017 

for the study, beginning on January 

25th. Everyone is invited to join us. Through 

this study we will have an opportunity to explore 

and reflect on forms of ministry in the church, on 

how the church advances God’s mission in the 

world, and on diakonia, the baptismal vocation 

we all share. 

 

mailto:kcochet@sasktel.net
mailto:marust@sasktel.net
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      From the desk of Lindsay Tomtene, Office Manager 
Saskatchewan Synod, ELCIC  

LAY ACADEMY SESSIONS: Jan. 21, Jan. 28, Feb. 4, Feb. 11 
If you’re interested in growing your faith, learning more about the Bible and being Lutheran, and expanding your knowledge in 
leadership and service, consider participating in a Lay Academy session.  We’re inviting some of the most talented, engaging 
speakers and teachers to provide education and training to you in a way never experienced within the church tradition. 
 
The Lay Academy is a new collaborative program of the Lutheran Theological Seminary and four Western Synods of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC), that seeks to provide continuing education opportunities for lay people in the 
church and for those being prepared for the ELCIC’s National Authorized Lay Ministry program. The establishment of the Lay 
Academy is in response to the leadership needs of congregations and the interest expressed by lay people for a comprehensive 
program of study.   

The 'LA' sessions are provided through a unique online format that allows multiple sites from across the four Western provinces and 
Territories to listen and interact with the presenter at the same time, while also enjoying discussion led by a facilitator within a 
local church setting.  It makes for a collaborative teaching and learning experience. 
  
From January 21 through to February 11, 2017 there will be 4 consecutive Saturday sessions in which you can partake in a 
series teaching on Galatians: Famous Lost Words 

Join Bishop Marlin Aadland for an exploration of the terms Word, Faith, Law, Freedom.  Rediscover the meaning of these four terms in 
light of the Lutheran understanding of the Gospel in the year of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 
  
Marlin Aadland was the first Bishop of the British Columbia Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, serving in that 

ministry from 1986 to 1998. He studied in both Canada and the United States, and has a passion for life-long learning.  He 
was a Pastor in Alberta, Boston, Mass., and various parishes in B.C., currently being a member of Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church in Surrey.  Bishop Aadland is an advocate of adult education and believes it paramount to any who wish to grow in 
their spiritual life.   
 
The sessions are slated to run from 9:30 am to 11 am BC/Yukon Time, 10:30 am to 12 pm AB/NWT Time, 11:30 am to 1 pm SK/MB 
Time, and 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm ON Time. 
Registration fees are $15 per session or $50 for the series of 4.  Registration to open January 9th. 

Sites of Saskatchewan include: 
  
Saskatchewan 

Messiah Lutheran Church, 1796 15 Ave E, Prince Albert 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 1215 McKercher Drive, Saskatoon (Jan. 21, Jan. 28) 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, 812 Preston Avenue, Saskatoon (Feb. 4, Feb.11) 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church,  665 Central Ave N, Swift Current 

Mark your calendars and join us in this new venture as we continue the journey in our faith - a fantastic adventure in trusting Him. 

For more information contact: 

Lorene Jewitt 
Lay Academy Coordinator 
Lutheran Theological Seminary  

306-966-7851 
lorene.jewitt@usask.ca     

mailto:lorene.jewitt@usask.ca
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 Update on the Sahadi family 
 
On December 7, we welcomed the Sahadi family to Canada! 
Abdulaziz, Iman and their children Mariam (9), Othman (8) and 
Marwa (6) had been living in Turkey for the past three years after 
their home in Syria was bombed.   They were excited to arrive in 
Canada after a very long journey, and were quickly welcomed 
into their apartment building with an invitation to join their Syrian 
neighbors across the hall for supper. The Sahadi's have settled 
in quickly, and are enjoying their time here so far, especially the 
safety we have in Canada.  Abdulaziz does not speak much 
English at all, but let many of us know that "Canada is good!”  
 

School has started this week for the whole family.  Abdulaziz and Iman have started English classes, and the kids are in 
John Deifenbaker School.  Each child has at least one other Arabic speaking person in their class, so they will be able to 
connect quickly with a few people.  Othman has been launched quickly into Canadian activities as his class went skating 
today - he stayed on his feet far better than many of the kids in his class!  
 
If you are interested in spending time with the family, please contact me at ianpluskristi@gmail.com and we can make those 
arrangements.  We are in need of a walking partner for Iman, as well as people to take them grocery shopping, and for fun 
outings around the city.  Abdulaziz is quite good at bowling, and the kids have had great fun tobogganing, and going on 
bumper cars.  
 
If you are like me, you may be hesitant to spend time with them as you likely don't speak Arabic - don't worry! I have been 
so blessed every time I have gathered with them, and there is so much communication that can happen, even without 
words. We are all getting good at charades, and there are many activities that can be done without speaking the same 
language. Iman knows many English words, and loves to visit and learn more English words, as well as teach a few Arabic 
ones!  
 
A huge thank you to the congregation of Messiah for the support that has been provided through financial gifts, physical 
gifts for the apartment, the gift of your time, and certainly your prayers.  We look forward to having many of the congregation 
meet the Sahadi family before too long.                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                        

 
   

 

mailto:ianpluskristi@gmail.com
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Norwegians in Canada  

Had enough of articles about Iceland and Icelanders? Well, here’s one for you about Norwegians and their immigration to Canada. 

Enjoy!  

(Article found on the following website: http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca) 

Norwegians  

Some 500 years before Columbus landed on a Caribbean island, displaced Norsemen discovered and 

attempted a settlement on Canada's shores. Nordic sagas helped Helge Ingstad, a Norwegian explorer and 

writer, to discover an ancient Norse site at L’Anse Aux Meadows on the northern tip of Newfoundland in the 

1960s — the earliest known site of European settlement in America. 

 Norwegians were active in Canadian waters again at the end of the 19th century, with Fridtjof Nansen as the pioneer of major 

Norwegian expeditions. Permanent Norwegian migration to North America began in 1825 when the first shipload of Norwegians arrived 

in New York. In the next 75 years some 500 000 Norwegians landed at Québec, for this was the shortest corridor to the central 

American states. In spite of efforts by Canada, very few remained because of Canada's restrictive land policies at that time. Not until 

the turn of the century did Norwegians accept Canada as a land of the second chance. This was also true of the many American-

Norwegians who moved to Canada seeking homesteads and new economic opportunities. By 1921 one-third of all Norwegians in 

Canada had been born in the US. 

 

Migration and Settlement 

Major settlements by Norwegians in the Canadian West occurred between 1886 and 1929, a span of time that can be roughly divided 

into 3 periods of 15 years each. In the first period, from 1886 to the turn of the century, the building of the CPR and the opening up of 

the West to homesteaders brought Norwegian settlers, and a Norwegian colony was established in Calgary in connection with the Eau 

Claire Lumber Mill. Second, from 1900 to 1914, there was a great influx of Norwegians from both the US and Norway (18.790 from 

Norway). Third, from 1914 to 1929, 21.574 Norwegians arrived from Norway. The 1931 census reported 93.243 people of Norwegian 

descent in Canada. Of these, 39.241 were born in Canada, 32.551 in Norway and 21.451 in the US. The Great Depression and WWII 

reduced the flow of Norwegian immigrants to 1376 from 1930 to 1945. From 1945 to 1959, 9196 arrived, but between 1960 and 1975 

only 4615. The 2006 census estimated that there were 432.515 Canadians of Norwegian origin (single and multiple response). 

 

Social and Cultural Life 

In Canada, Norwegians established their own ethnic and religious associations. Because Norwegian settlements in Canada began as 

extensions of their experiences in America, their major social organizations were generally continental institutions. This is still true of 

the Sons of Norway lodges, which were originally established in Minneapolis in 1895. The ethnic paper Noorrana, founded in 1910 in 

Winnipeg but later published in Vancouver, ended there in 1984. 

 In 1941, of Norwegians in Canada, 84.7% adhered to the Lutheran Church, 5.4% the United Church of Canada, 2.6% the 

Anglican, 1.5% the Presbyterian and 5.8% miscellaneous groups. In 1967 the Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Norwegian background, 

became an autonomous Canadian synod. Those of Norwegian background are a diminishing minority because of continuing church 

mergers. 

 Because most of the early immigrants were literate and Lutheran, they placed high value on a Christian education for their 

children. Most Norwegian settlements not only promoted local summer parochial schools but conducted confirmation classes beyond 

the regular Sunday school. The Norwegian Lutherans established Camrose Lutheran College in 1911 and Outlook College in 1915. 

Then, in co-operation with other Lutheran synods, they founded the Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute in 1932 and Luther Theological 

Seminary in 1939. 
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Maintaining Group Identity 

Over the years, assimilation was promoted by the numerical superiority and dominance of an Anglo-Canadian culture, the levelling 

influence of the public school system, the decreasing migration from Norway, the readiness of Norwegians to speak English and to 

marry into other groups, their readiness to accept Canadian citizenship and their above-average educational status, which opened 

doors to advancement in urbanized society. Nevertheless, a distinctive cultural identity is still maintained in the homes of Norwegian 

Canadians, where traditions are centered on festivals and foods. Ethnic clubs and societies promote charter tours to Norway so that 

recent generations may become aware of their distinctive heritage. Norwegian ethnicity, far from dying out, has recently reasserted 

itself. Language classes in Norwegian are again popular, and even the third and fourth generations are discovering the distinctiveness 

of their roots. The 2006 census recorded 7710 people who reported that Norwegian was their mother tongue (first language learned). 

 

 

 

 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN BROADCAST  

Box 1717  

PRINCE ALBERT, SK  

S6V 5T3  

Website:  www.lutheranbroadcast.ca 

 

January 5, 2017 

Dear Friends of the Lutheran Broadcast: 

We give you thanks for your prayers and donations to the Lutheran Broadcast. For the past 82 years this radio ministry has brought the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ to the listening audience of CKBI and, as well, to the listening audience of our web-site at 

www.lutheranbroadcast.ca. 

Now, because CKBI wants to go in a new direction, they have dropped the Lutheran Broadcast from their programming. Our last 

program was January 1, 2017. This news was unexpected. 

Obviously, we cannot change their decision. But we can give thanks for the 82 years of Christian ministry that has involved so many 

people over the years. I certainly want to thank all the speakers who took the time and effort to record that half hour program. As well, 

the board members, the congregations and the individuals who gave in many ways so that the broadcast could happen. 

Much of the history of the Lutheran Broadcast has been put in the ELCIC Synod Archives at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 

Saskatoon. And so, a closing chapter in the history of radio ministry in Saskatchewan comes to an end. Again, thanks for taking part in 

radio ministry. 

Stay in the race  

I Cor. 9:24-27 

 

 

Pastor Rick Johnson 

Chairperson 

 

  

http://www.lutheranbroadcast.ca/
http://www.lutheranbroadcast.ca/

