
 
ENCOUNTERING THE RISEN LORD THROUGH SCRIPTURE 

 
Scripture Lesson 
A retelling of the Gospel of John, chapter 20. 
 
Meditation 
 
Easter Hymn – That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright #384 
 
Prayers of the People – read responsively 
 

Risen Christ, we are your disciples —  
your wounded hands and feet in the world today. 
At times we have been the frightened ones, staying at a distance, 
worried about our status or our reputations. 
But you come close to us, bringing peace and challenge,  
unlocking our potential and setting us free. 
At times we have been the weeping ones; filled with grief  
and lost hope we are unable to see your presence in our midst. 
But you come close and speak our names and we discover that we are 
fully known and loved, and our hearts reach out to embrace you. 
Now we come close to you in worship. We come with our fear,  
our confusion, and our tears 
and we find ourselves liberated and united by the love  
of the resurrected one. 
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Benediction 
 
Closing Hymn – Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! #385 
 
Dismissal 
Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Easter Sunrise Service  

April 16, 2017 ~ 8:00 a.m. 
 

AT THE TOMB 
 
We start our service in the narthex, symbolically at the tomb of Jesus, 
before we walk the road to the resurrection with the light of Christ in hand. 
 
Opening Hymn — Were You There? #353 (verse 5) 
 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?   
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.   
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 
Responsive Reading 
 

Whom do you seek? 
We are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified on 
Friday. They have taken away our Lord, and we do not know 
where they have laid him. 
Do not be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen. Go and tell his disciples. 

 
THE LIGHT OF THE RESURRECTION 

 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy morning, we gather with the 
whole company of God's people in heaven and on earth to share in Christ's 
victory over death. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.  
 
This is the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The leader lights a small candle and then passes me flame on to the others gathered 
around. Then the group processes down the aisle with their candle. 
 

THE GLORY OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 
By the altar, when everyone's candle is lit, and also the Christ Candle, the participants say the 
following traditional Easter response three times, louder each time. 
 

Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! 

 
Participants are invited to put their lit candles on the table in front of the altar and then help 
with dressing the altar, lighting the candles on the altar and put other decorations in their 
place. Then please take your seat, preferably near the front. 
 
Easter Hymn – Now All The Vault Of Heaven Resounds #367 
 
Easter Opening Prayer 
 

Loving God of light, we hid in the darkness and you brought the light 
of Salvation to our eyes and our spirits. We praise you for the 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. We have received the 
greatest good news of healing, hope, and restoration. Praise be to 
you, eternal God, for this gift of love. Amen. 

 
ENCOUNTERING THE RISEN LORD THROUGH 

THE SYMBOLS OF EASTER 
 
Symbols of the resurrection are brought forward and placed on the table in front of the altar, 
one at a time.  
 

The jars 
The stone 

The linen shroud 
The flowers 
The bread 
The wine 
The Bible 
The cross 
The candle 

 


