
	

Prayers	of	Intercession	
	
Blessing	of	the	Meal	

Blessed	are	you,	Creator	of	the	universe.	
You	give	us	bread	and	wine,	fruit	of	the	earth	and	human	labor.		
May	they	become	for	us	the	banquet	of	eternal	life.	

	
Hymn:	Lord	Jesus,	Think	On	Me	#599	
	
	(Please	approach	the	altar.	We	will	gather	in	a	circle	around	the	altar.	After	sharing	of	peace	and	the	
words	of	institution,	you	are	invited	to	take	bread	and	give	to	your	neighbor,	and	then	pass	the	plate.	
Then	give	a	cup	of	wine	to	your	neighbor	before	passing	the	tray	of	cups	to	your	neighbor).	
	
Sharing	of	Peace	
	
Invitation	to	the	Table	
	
Words	of	Institution	
	
The	Lord’s	Prayer	
	
Distribution	
	
A	NEW	COMMANDMENT	
John	13:34–35	

Jesus	said,	“I	give	you	a	new	commandment,	that	you	love	one	another.	Just	as	I	have	loved	you,	you	
also	should	love	one	another.	By	this	everyone	will	know	that	you	are	my	disciples,	if	you	have	love	
for	one	another.”	

	
Benediction	&	Dismissal	
	
STRIPPING	OF	THE	ALTAR	–	POEM	READING	
	
All	depart	in	silence	
	

	

	

Maundy	Thursday,	
April	13th	2017	

	

	
	
Introduction	
	
Welcome	to	this	Maundy	Thursday	celebration.	Maundy	Thursday	takes	its	
name	from	the	Latin	mandatum,	meaning	“commandment,”	in	reference	to	the	
new	commandment	Jesus	gives	to	his	disciples	at	the	Last	Supper.	On	this	night	
we	remember	and	celebrate	the	final	supper	Jesus	shared	with	his	disciples,	
when	he	served	them	bread	and	wine	as	a	remembrance	of	his	body	and	blood	
sacrifice.		
	
Maundy	Thursday	ranks	among	the	richest	and	most	complex	of	the	Christian	
celebrations.	As	the	climax	of	the	old	Passover	tradition,	the	Last	Supper	recalls	
the	exodus	and	other	past	signs	of	God's	covenant	faithfulness.	As	a	prelude	to	
the	Easter	drama,	the	service	not	only	anticipates	Gethsemane	and	Golgotha	but	
also	looks	beyond	them	in	expectation	to	the	empty	tomb	and	the	great	heavenly	
banquet	of	the	Lamb.	
	
Tonight	we	will	gather	together	in	a	circle	at	the	altar	to	receive	the	tangible	
testimony	of	God’s	love	and	forgiveness	by	washing	one	another’s	hands	as	a	
symbol	of	servanthood,	and	sharing	and	giving	each	other	bread	and	wine,	body	
and	blood	of	Jesus,	in	remembrance	of	his	Last	Supper	with	his	disciples.	All	are	
welcome.	
	
Let	us	begin	our	time	of	worship	by	focusing	our	minds	and	hearts	on	God’s	
presence	with	us.		



	

WELCOME	AND	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
	
GATHERING	IN	THE	UPPER	ROOM	–	Responsive	Prayer	
	

Holy	God,	we	come	to	worship	in	the	gathering	shadows	of	Jesus’	suffering	and	death.	
We	come	with	his	friends,	the	men	and	women	who	have	followed	him		
in	every	place	and	generation,	

to	live	once	again	this	story	of	service	and	betrayal,	of	weakness	and	courage.	
We	come	to	witness	your	love	in	action.	Be	with	us,	we	pray,	in	Jesus’	name.		
Amen.	

	
Greeting	&	Prayer	of	the	Day	

The	Lord	be	with	you.		
And	also	with	you.	
	
Loving	God,	as	the	Upper	Room	was	a	sanctuary	for	Jesus	and	his	family	of	friends,	may	this	
place	be	a	sanctuary	for	us	this	night.	May	it	be	a	safe	place	to	examine	our	belief	in	you;	
may	it	be	a	safe	place	to	demonstrate	our	love	for	you;	may	it	be	a	safe	place	to	rethink	our	
own	acts	of	betrayal,	may	it	be	a	safe	place	to	question	our	own	loyalty	to	the	faith.		
May	it	be	a	safe	place	to	worship	together.	Amen. 

	
Gathering	Hymn	–	Will	You	Let	Me	Be	Your	Servant	#659	
	
JESUS	WASHES	HIS	DISCIPLES’	FEET	
John	13:2b-5,	12-17	

And	during	supper,	Jesus,	knowing	that	the	Father	had	given	all	things	into	his	hands,	and	that	he	
had	come	from	God	and	was	going	to	God,	got	up	from	the	table,	took	off	his	outer	robe,	and	tied	a	
towel	around	himself.	Then	he	poured	water	into	a	basin	and	began	to	wash	the	disciples’	feet	and	to	
wipe	them	with	the	towel	that	was	tied	around	him.	After	he	had	washed	their	feet,	had	put	on	his	
robe,	and	had	returned	to	the	table,	he	said	to	them,	“Do	you	know	what	I	have	done	to	you?	You	call	
me	Teacher	and	Lord—and	you	are	right,	for	that	is	what	I	am.	So	if	I,	your	Lord	and	Teacher,	have	
washed	your	feet,	you	also	ought	to	wash	one	another’s	feet.	For	I	have	set	you	an	example,	that	you	
also	should	do	as	I	have	done	to	you.	Very	truly,	I	tell	you,	servants	are	not	greater	than	their	master,	
nor	are	messengers	greater	than	the	one	who	sent	them.	If	you	know	these	things,	you	are	blessed	if	
you	do	them.	

	
Washing	of	Hands	and	Anointing	

We	are	wounded,	loving	God,	and	we	seek	healing.	
And	yet,	we	are	called	to	love	and	serve	in	your	name.	

	
(As	a	symbol	of	servanthood,	you	are	invited	to	wash	one	another’s	hands.	While	soft	music	is	playing,	
Approach	the	basin	and	dip	your	hands	in	the	water.	The	person	before	you	will	rinse	and	dry	your	
hands	with	a	towel.	You	may	then	wash	the	next	person’s	hands.	If	you	like,	you	may	also	receive	
anointing	for	healing	and	service).	
	

ANNOUNCEMENT	OF	THE	BETRAYAL	
John	13:21-27	

After	he	said	these	things,	Jesus	was	deeply	disturbed	and	testified,	“I	assure	you,	one	of	you	will	
betray	me.”	His	disciples	looked	at	each	other,	confused	about	which	of	them	he	was	talking	about.	
One	of	the	disciples,	the	one	whom	Jesus	loved,	was	at	Jesus’	side.	Simon	Peter	nodded	at	him	to	get	
him	to	ask	Jesus	who	he	was	talking	about.	Leaning	back	toward	Jesus,	this	disciple	asked,	“Lord,	who	
is	it?”	Jesus	answered,	“It’s	the	one	to	whom	I	will	give	this	piece	of	bread	once	I	have	dipped	into	the	
bowl.”	Then	he	dipped	the	piece	of	bread	and	gave	it	to	Judas,	Simon	Iscariot’s	son.	After	Judas	took	
the	bread,	Satan	entered	into	him.	Jesus	told	him,	“What	you	are	about	to	do,	do	quickly.” 

	
Prayer	of	Confession	&	Assurance	of	Pardon	

O Christ, in your presence we discover who we are.  
You came as one that serves and we learn how reluctant we are to serve one another  
and the world around us. We regret the times we have put material gain  
ahead of the well-being of your world.  

We are so like your disciples.  
We become self-protective, absorbed in living our own lives.  
We look to our own interests, as you give yourself for the sake of the whole world.  

You invite us to join all creation at your feast, yet our love scarcely suffices for those closest to us.  
We would rather keep these parts of lives hidden from ourselves and from others;  
they lie heavily on our hearts as we contemplate your love for us...  

 
Silent reflection 
 
The good news of the Gospel is that God reaches out to heal, and to reveal again the love that will not let 
us go. We are a forgiven people, released from the powers that pull us away from freedom in God's love. 
Even as we observe the sadness and suffering of crucifixion, the light of Easter morning  
is dawning upon us.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

	
THE	LORD’S	SUPPER	
Luke	22:14-20	

When	the	hour	came,	he	took	his	place	at	the	table,	and	the	apostles	with	him.	He	said	to	them,		
“I	have	eagerly	desired	to	eat	this	Passover	with	you	before	I	suffer;	for	I	tell	you,	I	will	not	eat	it	
until	it	is	fulfilled	in	the	kingdom	of	God.”	Then	he	took	a	cup,	and	after	giving	thanks	he	said,	
“Take	this	and	divide	it	among	yourselves;	for	I	tell	you	that	from	now	on	I	will	not	drink	of	the	
fruit	of	the	vine	until	the	kingdom	of	God	comes.”	Then	he	took	a	loaf	of	bread,	and	when	he	had	
given	thanks,	he	broke	it	and	gave	it	to	them,	saying,	“This	is	my	body,	which	is	given	for	you.		
Do	this	in	remembrance	of	me.”	And	he	did	the	same	with	the	cup	after	supper,	saying,	“This	cup	
that	is	poured	out	for	you	is	the	new	covenant	in	my	blood.	

	
MEDITATION	
Period	of	Silence	
	
Hymn	of	the	Day	–	Jesu,	Jesu,	Fill	Us	With	Your	Love	#708	
	

	


