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****************************************************** 

2017 Council 
EXECUTIVE 

Chairperson:         Cheryl Bauer Hyde 

Vice Chairperson:    Troy Hufnagel 

Secretary:         Robert Bratvold 
 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINISTRY TEAM: 

Education Ministry Team:  

Merv Bender      

Jean Myers 

 

Worship Ministry Team:  

Colleen Bowen 

   
Caring Ministry & Community Service 
Stanley Livingstone  
Jennifer Rust 
Robert Bratvold 
   
Property Management Ministry Team 
Dick Honch 
Troy Hufnagel 
 

 

 

Happy Mother’s Day 
 

   We thank you for adopting us into your 
family through the miracle of baptism, and for calling us to 
be brothers and sisters to each other through Jesus, the 
only Son of God. 

  
Today, loving Father, we pray for our mothers: 
♥who cared for us when we were helpless 
♥who comforted us when we were hurt 
♥whose love and care we usually took for granted, as we 
often take your love for granted. 
 
Today we pray for: 
♥Those who are grieving the loss of their mother, maybe 
even years after they were separated 
♥those who never knew their biological mother, and now 
yearn for her 
♥those who have experienced the wonder of an adopted 
mother’s love 
♥the families separated in wars Lord, give them special 
blessings. 

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
mailto:Iriskrist71@gmail.com
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I’m sitting now at a desk in the library of the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon, having a lunch break during a study 

conference conducted by the seminary. Instead of eating, I’m hammering on my computer — which of course is not the most healthy 

thing to do in this day and age and number of pounds. Still, an apple will have to do for the time being, even though I’m well aware that 

a mere apple once caused a great rift between God and humans. But alas, hopefully this apple will only be the source of inspiration for 

this little article of mine for the month of May! 

The theme of this study conference that I’m attending is The Challenge of Reform. We are about half way through by this time, and so 

far the sessions and discussions have been very interesting. There are two guest speakers, Dr. Kirsi Stjerna, professor of Lutheran 

History and Theology at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Berkeley, California, and Archbishop Don J. Bolen, appointed by Pope 

Francis as the Archbishop of Regina in the summer of 2016. Prior to that he served as the Bishop of Saskatoon. Additionally, three 

representatives from the Anglican, United and Roman Catholic traditions participated in panel discussions; Dr. Iain Luke, Anglican 

Church of Canada, Dr. Sandra Beardsall, United Church of Canada, and Dr. Nic Jesson, Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon. 

It is always a joy when we Lutherans gather with people from other Christian faith traditions to discuss theology, despite the fact that 

we don’t always agree on matters of the faith. Respect and understanding comes through a dialog. When Luther put forth his protests 

to the Church in his time, his main wish was to engage in a conversation with the Church on matters of the faith. Unfortunately, his wish 

only came true in part. But the need was and continues to be there — the need to talk through our differences and try to coexist in this 

world as partners of faith, instead of adversaries.  

One of the challenges we face today is how to address the issues we have and how to approach each other. But are we really 

interested in having such a discussion? Throughout the years we have become used to distinguish ourselves from other denominations 

and for many people, the thought of ecumenism, the principle or aim of promoting unity among the world's Christian churches, is not 

appealing. But if we think about it, there is so much more that we have in common with other Christian denominations than what 

divides us. The key word is dialog. It’s the will and wish to talk about our issues, to be willing to discuss instead of argue, and to 

emphasize the common ground we have, but not the differences. It doesn’t mean that we will lose our identity and what we’re about, 

but it may mean that we become richer in tradition and more understanding towards the wider church. And that is a step in the right 

direction.  

We have come a long way in the past 50 years towards ecumenical connection between denominations. Here in Prince Albert we join 

with other churches for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at the end of January each year, and then we gather for the World Day of 

Prayer annually in the beginning of March. We also connect with other churches through the ministerial association and many events 

have been coordinated by the association throughout the years. 

As we all know, this year marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. This gives us yet another 

opportunity to gather together as one, instead of many. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Canada, and the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, have agreed to promote the events 

associated with the anniversary as a commemoration instead of celebration. What that entails, is 

that instead of celebrating the historical rift that happened between Christians in the 16th century, 

we commemorate the protest of Martin Luther as a significant and important event in the history of 

our churches that has impacted us all and caused reformation through the church as a whole. Our church is semper reformanda, which 

means that it must always be in the reformation mode. As has been discussed in the study conference I’m attending, we must always 

recognize the need for reformation, both in our church and also in our society.  

                   by Íris Kristjánsdóttir 
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In light of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation I want to remind you of two events that will take place in the months of May and 

June within our church and in cooperation with other denominations, mostly the Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican Church. The 

first one is a study that has been prepared by the ELCIC and the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops that’s called Together in 

Christ. It focuses on bringing Catholic and Lutheran parishes together to facilitate a conversation, study and prayer. The second is an 

Ecumenical Prayer Service on June 10, that commemorates the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, and is coordinated by the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Roman Catholic Church and Anglican Church here in Prince Albert. Further information on these events, 

such as dates and time, can be found on other pages in this newsletter. 

As I finish my apple here at the Lutheran Seminary, I am reminded of Paul’s words in Galatians, chapter 3, when he says: “As many of 

you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 

there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” To bring this text closer to our ecumenical reality today, we 

could word it like this: There is no longer Roman Catholic or Lutheran, or Anglican, or Mennonite, or Pentecostal, or whatever 

denomination; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Imagine if we could actually put our differences aside and truly be one in 

everything. Already, we are one in Christ Jesus, one in the Spirit. Let’s continue the journey. 

 

 Council Corner 
 

May Greetings, and Notes from Council: 

We will emphasize the request for capital donations for both replacement of the Sanctuary lights, and repairs to the font steps at the 

June service and potluck.  Faith Life will match donations made that Sunday up to $300, so we ask for your prayerful consideration 

to donate beyond your usual giving. 

One of the things mentioned at the Annual Meeting was the actual amount spent for office expenses compared to the budget.  It is 

important to note that there have been various initiatives to keep that spending from rising and even decreasing it.  These initiatives, 

although small, can add up and include such items as black/white copies of documents rather than colour, using standard size 

paper rather than specialty (eg. 14”) sizes, printing double sided copies, and ceasing use of communion cards (reducing paper and 

staff time).  Not only does this decrease our overall expense, but in some instances such as colour copying, and using standard 

size paper and reducing photocopying, it’s also more environmentally friendly.  We’ll continue to look for ways to keep costs like this 

low so that our financial resources can be utilized for the important ministries of our church. 

Thanks to those who donated puzzles during Lent.  About 50 puzzles were donated, and they will be delivered to care homes and 

other facilities. 

The Education Ministry Team prepared an advertisement for a Children / Youth Coordinator position, and will be circulating it 

through the church and other networks. 

The Property Management Ministry Team is doing a walk through the building and grounds to determine cleanup and other 

projects.  Thanks to Kirby Woodhouse and Stirling Hopkins for their spring yard work. 

It was wonderful to have the Sahadi family and friends join us at the April Potluck.  The National Church is preparing video for 

convention regarding the Reformation Challenge, and interviewed the Refugee Committee chair Kristi Stolee and Pastor Iris.  Kristi 

also provided information regarding tree planting at Kinasao. 

Thanks to Anne and Roger Mayert and their work team for setting up and managing the annual garage sale.  Thanks as well to the 

Youth Group for running a canteen during the garage sale. 
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The Men’s Group hosted a lovely Easter Sunday breakfast.  The food was delicious, and no harm was caused to the new stoves!!!  (If 

you have any questions, talk to Merv.) 

The Prince Albert Parkland Health Region presented Messiah Lutheran and Pastor Iris with Certificates of Appreciation for 5 years of 

service.  Other members of the congregation also received Certificates of Appreciation for various years of service.  While we know 

that Messiah congregation members have been volunteering for many more years (Messiah Lutheran Women received a 60-year 

certificate in 2016), this was the award received this year.  Thanks to all members who volunteer for the health region and many other 

ways to support the people who live in our communities. 

The Lutheran World Federation Twelfth Assembly will take place in Windhoek, Namibia, from May 10 - 16.  Jenna Bratvold will attend 

as a steward, and I am attending with the Canadian Lutheran World Relief delegation.  Belinda Bratvold provided pottery communion 

ware on behalf of Messiah that Jenna will take to the Assembly.  Thanks to Belinda for this wonderful gift.  Please keep us in your 

prayers as we travel to Namibia to participate in this incredible gathering. 

Upcoming events in June include the Lay Academy presentations on June 3 and 10 (Messiah is a host site), the Reformation service 

on June 10 at St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church in Prince Albert, and the SK Synod Northern Regional Gathering on June 17 at the 

Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon.   

On behalf of Messiah Council 

Cheryl Bauer Hyde 

Membership Classes    

It has been a pleasure to see many new faces in church for the past few months. We welcome all to our 

congregation who are interested in becoming a part of our church family and we hope that they will find a 

home among us and safe haven.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Messiah, or you know of someone who might, we can 

easily arrange that through our office. If you now belong to another Lutheran congregation, you can join us through transfer and are not 

required to participate in membership classes. If you come from another denomination, or if you are not connected to any other church, 

we invite you to sign up for our membership classes. The purpose of the classes is to go through the basics of our faith, and the history 

of the Lutheran tradition and church. All are welcome, and that invitation is even extended to our members or transfer-ins who would 

just like to come and renew their knowledge of our church and its theology. Information on timing will be released at a later date. 

 

 
 

 
THUNDER BAY, ON - CLAY 2018 ~ Thanks everyone for your help and donations of time and food for the 
canteen and the chili lunch this week.  Although the canteen did not bring in a lot of business we did make a profit of 
$112.05 and we received $407 at the chili lunch.  So that is a total of $519.05 into our CLAY account which is a good 
start! 

 

Confirmation and T4T Wind-Up 
The youth at Messiah will end the winter with a bang on May 28, when confirmation and T4T youth come together 

for a wind-up at the residence of the Berge’s. We will play games and then enjoy wiener roast, s'mores and snacks. 

Stay tuned for more information later in May.  

The Kinsmen waterpark has been booked from 7:30pm to 9pm Sunday, June 11 for the H2H & T4T activity for 

the month of June. We would like to extend this invitation to the Sunday school families as well.  Stay tuned for more information 

in June! 
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FUN WAS HAD BY ALL! 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee & Crafts 
Join us in the Peace Chapel for coffee/tea & fellowship 

Tuesday, May 23rd @ 1:30 p.m. 
Come out and join us for a cup of coffee/tea or just a visit! All are welcome. 

 

 Congratulations to Bryan Rindal of BTR Financial Planning who received the 2016 Samuel McLeod Business Awards for Male 
Business Leader. Rindal. Bryan got his start in the business in 1986 and his company will be celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.  

 

 

 Dear Friends at Messiah, 
 

Betty and I wish to thank all of you for your prayers and acts of kindness and support over the past months.  I'm happy to 
report a successful hip replacement surgery and ongoing recovery.  I have survived and more importantly so has Betty, my 
principal caregiver. She has had to deal with a grouchy partner for quite a while now. 
God has blessed us and we give thanks for the ultimate Healer.   ~ Morris and Betty Anderson 
 

 

 WIND-UP! 
 

Sunday School wind-up was held on April 30th with a Bouncy Castle  
and other games that entertained the young!  Following worship we were treated to 

BBQ hotdogs & buns, salads, vegetables and fruit and cake! 
 

In May there will be Sunday school on the 7th and 14th.   
May 14th will be the last Sunday school class for the year. 

 
Mark and I want to thank everyone for an exciting Sunday school year!  

It has been a great experience working with the children each week. 
 

Thank you! 
Kari Thompson (306-961-0966 kcochet@sasktel.net 

Mark Thompson (306) 961-0382 markust@sasktel.net 
 

 

mailto:kcochet@sasktel.net
mailto:markust@sasktel.net
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 Prince Albert Kiwanis Music Festival: 
“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind,  
flight to the imagination, and life to everything.”  Plato 

 

Every year, we see some of our young members of Messiah 
Lutheran Church sharing the gift of music at the PA Music 
Festival, and this year has been no exception.   
 

In 2017 there were fewer participating from Messiah than we 
have seen in the past, but they had a very successful year, 
nonetheless. 
 

To begin with, we need to make special mention of Chelsa 
Wagner.  She did all the practising and was prepared to play 
the piano in her very first music festival, but was snowed in! 
Congratulations to Chelsa for doing the work and being brave 
enough to sign up.  We know she will have lots of successful 
years ahead of her! 
 

Next, we heard Madison Pettem singing with the Ecole Vickers 
Public School choir, (a group that won first in their class) and 
playing with the Vickers band.  
 
Leah Bratvold with her clarinet participated in festival again this 
year.  In addition to performing in very sucessful ensembles 
with the Ecole Vickers Public School, her solo playing won her 
scholarships, as well as the award for the Most Promising Solo 
Performance for the instrumental portion of the festival. (As an 
aside, her brother Josh accompanied her and his lovely piano 
playing received special notice of the adjudicator! 
 
Petra Finnestad did a great job of singing in vocal festival this 
year (she makes a terrific Little Red Riding Hood!), but it was 
in piano that she was really successful, winning several 
scholarships and awards. 
 
And Kai Finnestad received scholarships for both his tuba and 
piano performances, as well as being recommended by the 
adjudicator to play his Chopin piece in the provincial music 
festival in Saskatoon in June this year!  Good luck to Kai! 
We are really proud of all these young people and hope they 
continue to grow and develop the gift of music that they have 
been blessed with! 
 
(For her part, Colleen Bowen continues to enjoy enormously 
her volunteer role as the coordinator of the piano portion of the 
festival.  But you may be sure the entire Bowen-Finnestad 
household breathes a substantial sigh of relief when festival is 
done with). 
 
Now, Kaitlyn, Isabella, Neveah, Petra and Leah (and 
others???)…….on to the dance festivals!! 

~ Colleen Bowen 

                               

 Jennifer Rust - I have been a diabetic for over  
20 years and I have had many surgeries on 

my feet since Jan 2000- Aug 2016. My 
dream has always been to compete in a 
marathon, with every step I will take in 
training it will be a personal victory for me. I 
will not stop until I achieve my dream and 
finish the race. Please support me as I take 
this journey to ICELAND to walk in the 

ICELAND MARATHON. 
 
Team Diabetes is the national physical activity fundraising 
program for the Canadian Diabetes Association. Team 
members promote a healthy lifestyle while raising vital funds in 
support of the more than 10 million Canadians living with 
diabetes or prediabetes. The funds raised help the Association 
deliver on its mission to lead the fight against diabetes by 
helping people with diabetes live healthy lives while we work to 
find a cure. 
 
We invite you to learn more about Team Diabetes and the 
important work of the Canadian Diabetes Association at 
www.teamdiabetes.ca.  
 

 Weinberger Family Update: Kevin and I have been  
blessed and so excited to share with everyone the arrival 

of our first grandchild! Our son, Shane and his wife Nicole 

gave birth to a beautiful baby girl, Azalea Nicole, was born 

on December 8, 2016. Kevin and I spent some time with 

the proud happy family over New Years as Shane and 

Nicole live at Christina Lake, BC.  

 

We are also thrilled to announce the forth coming 

marriage of our daughter, Crystal to Niklaus Ruszkowski 

on June 17, 2017. Crystal received her diploma in Food 

and Nutrition Management in May 2016 and has been 

employed with Parkland Health Region at Victoria 

Hospital.  

Our daughter, Julie has just completed her third year of 

Nursing through U of R. Julie is moving back to PA for the 

summer and looking for summer employment. 

Kevin and I (Joy) both continue working at Wildfire 

Management. 

 

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family 

Bible to her brother in another part of the country. 

"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk. 

"Only the Ten Commandments." answered the lady. 

 

 

http://www.teamdiabetes.ca/
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Together in Christ — 
An Ecumenical Study for Lutherans, Roman Catholics, and other denominations 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) and the Canadian Conference  

of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) have developed joint material entitled Together in Christ — Lutherans 

and Catholics Commemorating the Reformation, to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation in 2017. The process of developing these resources has been an occasion of 

dialogue and of a deepening of relations between our two communions in Canada. Over the 

course of two years, a joint CCCB-ELCIC working group has been diligently planning on how to 

encourage our faithful to prayerfully reflect on the past 500 years; to offer thanksgiving to God for 

the progress made in our efforts toward reconciliation; and to pray for pardon and peace wherever 

our words or actions have fallen short of what Christ demands of us as Christians. Together, we 

are seeking to be people of reconciliation striving toward Christian unity.  

 One part of this material is a five-part parish study which is to be used in individual 

segments or as a five-session series by local Lutheran, Catholic, joint or ecumenical study groups. 

The study covers the 500-year arc of history from the 16th Century Reformation until now. The resource is designed to bring Catholic 

and Lutheran parishes together to facilitate conversation, study and prayer. The resource touches on some of the events and 

theological questions surrounding the Reformation and the advancements in reconciliation which have occurred over the past 50 years. 

 We at Messiah Lutheran Church invite you to join us for this study in the month of May and June. The first session 

starts on May 17 and then every Wednesday until June 14 at 7pm to 8:30pm. This invitation is extended to all Christian 

communities and churches in our area, but especially Lutheran and Roman Catholic communities. We are confident that this study 

and the conversation it creates can strengthen and deepen the relationship between different Christian traditions. By the end of our 

studies, June 10 at 3pm, we will gather together for an Ecumenical Prayer service that takes place here in Prince Albert at St. Joseph’s 

Roman Catholic Church, to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

 Come join us. Hear the story from both sides, participate in the conversation and take a step toward a reconciliation. All are 

welcome. Link to study resources: http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-

commissions/christian-unity-religious-relations-with-the-jews-and-interfaith-dialogue/documents/4634-together-in-christ-lutherans-and-

catholics-commemorating-the-reformation 

Evangelical Lutheran Broadcast 

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Romans 10:17 

History tells us that it was Pastor G.W. Lokensgard of Messiah Lutheran in Prince Albert that had the first broadcast for 
the Lutheran Broadcast. This was in 1934. The last broadcast was on January 1, 2017 and speaker for that broadcast 
was Pastor Lisa Skogsrud of Christ Lutheran in Tisdale. 

This span of 83 years represents the involvement of many pastors, the many hours of recording time at CKBI, the 
technical changes from 1934 to 2017, the donations by groups, organizations and individuals and the prayers and the 
good wishes of many people. 
 
We, as a board, say thank you for all of it, because that is what made it work. Through this program, over those years, the 
intention was to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and by his grace and mercy this was done. 

                                                             
                                                                                    Stay in the Race ~ 1 Cor. 9:24-27 

Pastor Rick Johnson 
 
 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-commissions/christian-unity-religious-relations-with-the-jews-and-interfaith-dialogue/documents/4634-together-in-christ-lutherans-and-catholics-commemorating-the-reformation
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-commissions/christian-unity-religious-relations-with-the-jews-and-interfaith-dialogue/documents/4634-together-in-christ-lutherans-and-catholics-commemorating-the-reformation
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-commissions/christian-unity-religious-relations-with-the-jews-and-interfaith-dialogue/documents/4634-together-in-christ-lutherans-and-catholics-commemorating-the-reformation
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ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE 
Commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 

With participation of The Roman Catholic Church, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Anglican Church, and other Christian Denominations in Prince Albert. 

 

Saturday June 10, 2017 at 3pm 
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church, Prince Albert, SK. 

 

 


