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****************************************************** 

2017 Council 
EXECUTIVE 

Chairperson:         Cheryl Bauer Hyde 

Vice Chairperson:    Troy Hufnagel 

Secretary:         Robert Bratvold 
 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINISTRY TEAM: 

Education Ministry Team:  

Merv Bender      

Jean Myers 

 

Worship Ministry Team:  

Colleen Bowen 

   
Caring Ministry & Community Service 
Stanley Livingstone  
Jennifer Rust 
Robert Bratvold 
   
Property Management Ministry Team 
Dick Honch 
Troy Hufnagel 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A Father's Day Prayer  
 

Let us pray for those fathers who have striven to balance the demands of 

work, marriage, and children with an honest awareness of both joy and 

sacrifice. Let us pray for those fathers who, lacking a good model for a father, 

have worked to become a good father.   

 

Let us pray for those fathers who by their own account were not always there 

for their children, but who continue to offer those children, now grown, their 

love and support. Let us pray for those fathers who have been wounded by 

the neglect and hostility of their children.  

 

Let us pray for those fathers who, despite divorce, have remained in their 

children's lives. Let us pray for those fathers whose children are adopted, and 

whose love and support has offered healing.  

 

Let us pray for those fathers who, as stepfathers, freely choose the obligation 

of fatherhood and earned their step children's love and respect. Let us pray 

for those fathers who have lost a child to death, and continue to hold the child 

in their heart.  

 

Let us pray for those men who have no children, but cherish the next 

generation as if they were their own.  

 

Let us pray for those men who have "fathered" us in their role as mentors and 

guides.  

 

Let us pray for those men who are about to become fathers; may they openly 

delight in their children.  

 

And let us pray for those fathers who have died, but live on in our memory 

and whose love continues to nurture us.  

 

Adapted from Kirk Loadm 

 

Father’s Day – June 18th - 11:00 a.m. 
WORSHIP SERVICE @ CAMP KINASAO 

Lunch following Worship. 
Service. BBQ Hamburger, Hot Dog can be purchased. 

 Need a ride? 
Call the church to arrange it 

 

 

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
mailto:Iriskrist71@gmail.com
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On Sunday May 21, my sermon focused on the 19th verse of John chapter 14: In a little while 

the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. I 

connected this verse to an event in Icelandic history, when a volcano erupted in The Westman 

Island, off the south shore of Iceland, on January 23, 1973. The whole island was covered 

with ashes, even the cemetery, but the arch of the gate to the cemetery stood out from the 

ashes, bearing the inscription of this verse: Because I Live, You Also Will live. This message 

gave hope to the 5500 people on the island who were all safely deported from the island during the eruption (see article on another page 

in this newsletter). 

Somehow this verse has not left my mind all week. “Because I live, you also will live”.  

But how? 

 

Because one day Jesus and his friends were on their way into a small little town when they came across a funeral procession headed 

the other way. It was a poor widow who had just lost her only son. Most of the town was actually in the procession grieving with her. 

Jesus stopped the group, looked at this widow and said, “Don’t cry.” Then he went up to the casket, looked in, and said … Live. 

Because once Jesus was in his home town of Capernaum. After healing a paralyzed man, calling a tax collector to leave his old life 

behind, and healing a woman from a bleeding, Jesus arrived at the house of Jairus. Jesus sent out the loud mourners, then he went 

into the room of Jarius’ daughter, looked down at her dead body and said … Live. 

 

Because when Jesus’ friend, Lazarus, died, Jesus went there, consoled his grieving sisters, Mary and Martha, came to the grave site, 

looked in and cried out … Live. 

 

There are three examples of people Jesus raised from the dead in the gospels, but not one story of Jesus attending a funeral. Death 

around Jesus had the tendency to turn into a celebration. Dead people around him had this “bad” habit of coming back to life. 

 

What about us? Are we truly alive? Maybe our heart is beating and breath is filling our lungs but are we truly alive? Is there something 

in our life, a memory, a fear, a doubt,that is holding us back? Jesus has called us to leave that old “life” behind, abandon it, and come 

alive in the adventure of daring to follow him. God is calling out to us today to … 

 

This is what happened to him: He was disgraced, he endured torture and death like a criminal, he was mocked and ridiculed and put on 

a cross to die. He was put in a grave and remained there for three days. Finally, on the third day, the Father looked down and said … 

Live. 

 

Now because he does, we can. 

 

          Because he lives ….live!                                 

                                                                                                                                    by Íris Kristjánsdóttir 
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June Greetings, and Notes from Council: 

 

The June service and potluck will feature the need for capital donations for both replacement of the Sanctuary lights, and repairs to the 

front steps.  Faith Life will match donations made that Sunday up to $300, so we ask for your prayerful consideration to donate beyond 

your usual giving designated for capital. 

 

As noted elsewhere and previously announced, the June 18 worship service will be held at Kinasao at 11am.  If you need a ride, 

please phone the church office (leave a message).  Hamburgers and hot dogs are available for purchase following the service so you 

can stay for lunch and fellowship. 

 

We continue to seek a person / persons for the Children / Youth Coordinator function.  If you can assist or have some ideas, please talk 

to Jean Meyers, Merv Bender or Pastor Iris. 

 

The Property Maintenance Ministry Team did an external walk about to determine current maintenance needs.  Various projects were 

identified, and will be posted with requests for assistance in completing this work. 

 

We met recently with representatives of the Birch Hills Lutheran Church congregation.  The congregation is going through a process of 

determining their future, and at meeting in March they voted in favour of merger with the congregation here at Messiah.  A second 

meeting/vote is required and will be held prior to the end of July.  If a merger is agreed upon, Birch Hills Lutheran would be working 

towards the closure of their church, and we would work together to put plans in place for a service of welcome here at Messiah.  Please 

keep the Birch Hills congregation in your prayers as they journey through this time. 

 

The Lutheran World Federation Twelfth Assembly was held in Windhoek, Namibia.  Jenna Bratvold attended as a steward, and I as an 

advisor with the Canadian Lutheran World Relief delegation.  In recognition of Jenna’s attendance, Messiah and some members 

contributed funds to the LWF in support of her accommodation and other travel costs which were covered in large part by LWF.  It was 

an incredible experience to be gathered with about 700 Lutherans from 95 countries throughout the world.  In addition, the Sunday 

worship service and celebration was attended by about 9,000 Namibian and South African local congregations.  

 

Upcoming events in June include the Lay Academy presentations on June 3 and 10 (Messiah is a host site), the Reformation service 

on June 10 at St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church in Prince Albert, the SK Synod Northern Regional Gathering on June 17 at the 

Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon, and the Sunday Service on June 18 which will be held at Kinasao Lutheran Bible Camp.   

 

Fall plans include a meeting for people and musicians interested in music in our church, orientation for those interested in ushering at 

worship services, and raising up some of the ministries in our church such as the Altar Guild, Men’s Group, etc.  Stay tuned for more 

information. 

 

We rejoice with Pastor Iris that her temporary work visa has been extended to May 2018.  Keep Pastor Iris in your prayers as she 

works towards receiving her permanent visa (current timeline is January / February 2018). 

 

On behalf of Messiah Council 

Cheryl Bauer Hyde 
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 May 7, 2017 
Let all that you do be done in love. 

1 Corinthians 16:14 
 

 
 

“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 
 

FAITH STATEMENTS FROM THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2017 
 

 
Ethan Gregory Walder 

When I started Confirmation, I didn’t know what to expect, I was unsure of what Confirmation even meant. It didn’t take me long to 

realize that there was a reason for me being here and starting ths journey. I started out Confirmation class not knowing anyone. I feel 

God had a part in the relationships and friendships we created. He helped me realize that, “Through God all things are possible”, 

Matthew 19:26, even for shy guys like me!!! 

 Some of the things that have helped me strengthen my relationship with God are, attending confirmations classes, going to 

Church, T4T, and most memorably the CLAY trip to PEI. It felt good to be kind and help others while in the company of God and 

friends. The servant event made a huge impact on my life, and for that I am thankful. 

 I hope to continue my Christian journey by continuing to attend Church, maintain the friendships and relationships created 

while in the company of my Church family and have faith and trust in God. 

 

Taylor Lilyn Berge 

These past 3 years in Confirmation have taught me so much, and I’ve done a lot of self-discovery. Many people have struggled with 

their faith and belief in God, but I believe that for me, my faith has really prospered and grown in this experience. I’ve learned that 

Jesus’s death on the cross was not as beautiful as I once thought it was, but I think what it created was beautiful. It inspired billions of 

people over the centuries to spread the word of God and to stand up for what they believe in. I think the power he brings to the spirits of 

his followers is incredible. I’ve learned about the pain and suffering people went through to express their love of God, but I’ve also 

learned about all the amazing miracles and hope it gave them to get through rough times. God has helped myself as well as my family 

in difficult times and I’ll admit that sometimes I was frustrated, but he has always pulled through and helped me to realize and 

understand the reasons for the rough patches, and these were the times my beliefs were strengthened even more.  

 

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!  
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HONORING OUR GRADS - 2017 
(If we missed someone that you would like on the list, please email or call the office.  They will be included in the next 

newsletter (September).  Thank you to those who emailed the office. 
 

Jesse Alford is graduating from LCBI High School in Outlook.  Jesse will be on staff as a counselor at Kinasao this summer and then 

will be attending the U of S in Saskatoon, studying Engineering, in the fall.  He will be living in the Lutheran Student Centre and is 

looking forward to the many new adventures ahead. Proud parents are Kari & Mike Alford. 
 

Mackenzie Hufnagel will be working as a lifeguard for the City of Prince Albert this summer.  Mackenzie will be attending Edwards 

School of Business at the University of Saskatchewan in the Fall. She plans to stay at residence on campus for the school year.  

Proud parents are: Shannon Pettem, Troy & Laurel Hufnagel. 
 

Caitlin Horner is graduating from St. Mary’s. Caitlin has been accepted at the U of S in the registered nurse program. Proud parents 

are Jana & Mike Horner. 

Megan Gunter will be graduating from Carlton Comprehensive High School and will be attending the University of SK in Fall to pursue 

a career in medicine. Proud parents are Louise Fornal & Blair Gunter. 
 

Breanna & Braxton Phillips of Edmonton are graduating from Grade 12. Breanna will be attending McEwen University in Edmonton 

and Braxton will be attending McGill University in Montreal. Very proud grandmother of these twins is Hazel Schultz. 

Messiah Lutheran Women 
May 6th, sixty-four ladies (aging from 3 months to 95 years) attended our Annual Mother/Daughter?Sister?friend Banquet. Thank you 
Deanna Rindal for her informative and entertaining presentation. 
 

Naomi and Fiath Circles will have their wind-up gatherings in June (check the June calendar) and resume meeting in 
September.  
 

September will bring our next MLW event in the form of a noon luncheon on Saturday, September 23rd. More information to follow 
in September  
 

Have a great summer everyone! 
Corrine Amyotte 
MLW President 

 

Please note that Pastor Iris will be out of the office for the following days in July. 

July 5th – July 11th -  out of the office because of the National Convention.  Pastor Dan Haugen will be  leading 

worship service on July 9th. 

July 21st – August 10th – on holidays.  

 

 Membership Classes    

It has been a pleasure to see many new faces in church for the past few months. We welcome all to our 

congregation who are interested in becoming a part of our church family and we hope that they will find a home 

among us and safe haven.  
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Messiah, or you know of someone who might, we can easily arrange that through our 

office. If you now belong to another Lutheran congregation, you can join us through transfer and are not required to participate in 

membership classes. If you come from another denomination, or if you are not connected to any other church, we invite you to sign up 

for our membership classes. The purpose of the classes is to go through the basics of our faith, and the history of the Lutheran tradition 

and church. All are welcome, and that invitation is even extended to our members or transfer-ins who would just like to come and 

renew their knowledge of our church and its theology. Information on timing will be released at a later date. 
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           We are talking about real issues and about how our church and our communion can impact the world,” says Jenna Bratvold   

    from  Canada. Photo: LWF/JC Valeriano Youth steward, Jenna 

Bratvold  shares her experience at the LWF Assembly 

It was a spontaneous decision but one that will hold    lasting 

memories for Jenna Bratvold, youth steward at the Twelfth Assembly 

of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). 

 

Bradvold, 21, is from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

(ELCIC) and says she really didn’t know that much about the LWF or 

the Twelfth Assembly when she prepared her application for the youth 

steward position. “It was in Africa, that was a big draw,” says Bratvold, 

“but it was also an opportunity to learn more about the work of the 

LWF.” 

 

Bratvold’s steward work means she gets a view into many aspects of the Assembly. She was a participant in the Youth Pre-Assembly 

and really enjoying having voice and vote. When the Assembly started, she did registration for the first few days. From there she has 

been involved in the main plenary hall assisting in a variety of ways, including sitting at the microphones and relaying delegate 

information by walkie talkie so that proper information is projected on the screens. 

A highlight for Bratvold is that she is able to listen in on the sessions. “It is so much more than I thought it would be,” she says. “We are 

talking about real issues and about how our church and our communion can impact the world.” Bratvold’s interests at the Assembly 

include discussions on the Gender Justice Policy and ensuring education is accessible to everyone. 

The experience has Bratvold interested in becoming a youth delegate for the next Assembly. “I want to be more involved in the work of 

the church,” she says, “Being a part of the Assembly has been such a great opportunity. I’m so glad I found out about it! I’m so thankful 

for the LWF and the ELCIC for supporting me and bringing me here.” 

LWF/Trina Gallop 

*******************************************************************************************************************************************************                          

 Jennifer Rust – Going to Iceland for a Marathon in August 2017 in support of the Canadian Diabetes 

Association.  
 
I have been a diabetic for over 20 years and I have had many surgeries on my feet since Jan 2000- Aug 2016. My 
dream has always been to compete in a marathon, with every step I will take in training it will be a personal victory for 
me. I will not stop until I achieve my dream and finish the race. Please support me as I take this journey. Team 
Diabetes is the national physical activity fundraising program for the Canadian Diabetes Association. Team members 
promote a healthy lifestyle while raising vital funds in support of the more than 10 million Canadians living with 
diabetes or prediabetes. The funds raised help the Association deliver on its mission to lead the fight against 
diabetes by helping people with diabetes live healthy lives while we work to find a cure. We invite you to learn more 

about Team Diabetes and the important work of the Canadian Diabetes Association at www.teamdiabetes.ca. 
 
 
 Congratulations to Jean Meyers on the birth of her first grandchild!  Maralyn Anne Hillis was born on May 

4 in Kelowna.  Maralyn’s parents are Tracey (Yuzik) and Rob Hillis.  Jean spent some time in Kelowna when 
the baby was born and is looking forward to many trips to visit her new grand baby.   

 
 
 
 

http://www.teamdiabetes.ca/
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 Donna Deobald, was pretty proud of her grandson, Nic Tytula who played Dean Hyde in the musical 
presentation All Shook Up at the E.A. Rawlinson Centre (May 10 – May 13).  I’m sure that Colleen Bowen 
& Craig Finnestad were pretty proud of Kai’s performance too!  These kids are amazing!   

 
 
 Thank you to Myrtle Giles for her beautiful We Care Teddy Bears. Myrtle  
                  has made 20 of these little guys and they will be shipped off to CLW with love♥. 

 
 

 

 So nice to see these lovely ladies!  This picture was taken a 
couple of weeks ago. May Dragseth stopped in at Mont St. Joseph 
and had a little visit with Ida Graupe. Looking good ladies! 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

Together in Christ — 
An Ecumenical Study for Lutherans, Roman Catholics, and other denominations 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) and the Canadian Conference  

of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) have developed joint material entitled Together in Christ — Lutherans and 

Catholics Commemorating the Reformation, to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 

in 2017. The process of developing these resources has been an occasion of dialogue and of a 

deepening of relations between our two communions in Canada. Over the course of two years, a joint 

CCCB-ELCIC working group has been diligently planning on how to encourage our faithful to prayerfully 

reflect on the past 500 years; to offer thanksgiving to God for the progress made in our efforts toward 

reconciliation; and to pray for pardon and peace wherever our words or actions have fallen short of what 

Christ demands of us as Christians. Together, we are seeking to be people of reconciliation striving 

toward Christian unity.  

 One part of this material is a five-part parish study which is to be used in individual segments or as a five-session series by 

local Lutheran, Catholic, joint or ecumenical study groups. The study covers the 500-year arc of history from the 16th Century 

Reformation until now. The resource is designed to bring Catholic and Lutheran parishes together to facilitate conversation, study and 

prayer. The resource touches on some of the events and theological questions surrounding the Reformation and the advancements in 

reconciliation which have occurred over the past 50 years. 

 We at Messiah Lutheran Church invite you to join us for this study in the month of May and June. The first session 

started on May 17 and then every Wednesday until June 14 at 7pm to 8:30pm. This invitation is extended to all Christian 

communities and churches in our area, but especially Lutheran and Roman Catholic communities. We are confident that this study 

and the conversation it creates can strengthen and deepen the relationship between different Christian traditions. By the end of our 

studies, June 10 at 3pm, we will gather together for an Ecumenical Prayer service that takes place here in Prince Albert at St. Joseph’s 

Roman Catholic Church, to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

 Come join us. Hear the story from both sides, participate in the conversation and take a step toward a reconciliation. All are 

welcome. Link to study resources: http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-

commissions/christian-unity-religious-relations-with-the-jews-and-interfaith-dialogue/documents/4634-together-in-christ-lutherans-and-

catholics-commemorating-the-reformation 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-commissions/christian-unity-religious-relations-with-the-jews-and-interfaith-dialogue/documents/4634-together-in-christ-lutherans-and-catholics-commemorating-the-reformation
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-commissions/christian-unity-religious-relations-with-the-jews-and-interfaith-dialogue/documents/4634-together-in-christ-lutherans-and-catholics-commemorating-the-reformation
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-commissions/christian-unity-religious-relations-with-the-jews-and-interfaith-dialogue/documents/4634-together-in-christ-lutherans-and-catholics-commemorating-the-reformation
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Volcano Eruption in Westman Islands, January 23, 1973. 

(An excerpt from a sermon at Messiah on May 21, 2017, connected to the scripture reading from John 14:19b: 

“Because I live, you also will live.”) 

In the early hours of the morning of January 23, 1973 a 

large erupting crevice tore open the earth on the east side 

of Heimaey, the largest island in the Westman Islands archipelago off the south coast 

of Iceland, populated at that time by 5500 people. Fortunately, the winds that morning 

were favorable, blowing from the southwest and thus carried the fire and ash mostly 

away from the town. Because of stormy weather the day before, all of the island’s 

fishing fleet was in the harbor so that most of the inhabitants were able to be quickly 

ferried to Þorlákshöfn, the nearest town on the south shore of Iceland. Many were 

also flown to Reykjavík. Only 500 stayed behind, which included the police, the members of the fire department and others who remained 

because of the jobs they held. The evacuation to the mainland went extremely well and everything possible was done to accommodate 

the islanders there. In addition, a special fund was established that was intended to compensate for most of the damage and loss that 

the islanders had suffered. 

 

The eruption lasted until July 3rd, when it was officially pronounced as being over. The damage was 

overwhelming. Nearly one-third of all the homes and buildings had burned or been covered under 

the lava and ash. A thick layer of ash covered nearly the entire island, especially the part of town 

nearest the crater. Immediately in the summer of 1973, clean-up and reconstruction plans were 

implemented and the townspeople started to return to the island. It was decided that the schools 

would open in the fall. Many islanders who had lost their homes in the eruption decided not to return, 

but in their place a large group of new people arrived on the island, full of energy and interest in 

participating in rebuilding the town. Today the population of the islands is 4200. 

 

After the eruption, the landscape was drastically changed. Lava covered the oldest part of the town and the size of the island 

had increased by more than two square kilometers. The harbor entrance barely escaped being blocked due to the lava flow, but in the 

end was even more protected. The eruption also provided unlimited landfill materials of which there had been a shortage before. And 

last but not least, for several years heat from the lava was harnessed and used to heat the homes in the town, which eventually led to a 

unified system of heating on the island. 

Let me take you further into the town of Westman Islands on this devastating night. The graveyard, 

situated in the middle of the town, was covered in ashes in the days and weeks after the eruption. 

The arch of the gate to the cemetery (in Iceland we call it soul-gate), reached out from under the 

ashes, revealing the inscription on it: Ég lifi og þér munuð lifa. Because I live, you also will live. What 

a message to the 5500 fear stricken people in such a time of terror and fear! A message that gave 

them hope, encouragement and peace, during the most horrible night of their lives. A message 

relevant at all times and in all places. 
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Part-Time Children’s Ministry (Sunday School) and Youth Coordinator 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church is hiring a Part-Time Coordinator for its Children’s Ministry (Sunday School) and Youth programs.  

The successful candidate will be well-organized, a good communicator, sure of themselves and their faith, and  

enthusiastic about encouraging youth and children to be a part of the Messiah family.  This person will 

coordinate and oversee the Sunday school and youth programs offered at Messiah.   

 

This is a 10-15-hour per week position that involves flexible work time in order to meet the needs of the church’s youth 

and the Sunday school programs.   The term is for 38-40 weeks per year.  The position will start in mid-August and runs to 

mid-June.  Scheduled weeks are during the school year with weeks off over school breaks.    

 

Contact Pastor Íris Kristjánsdóttir for further information about this position.  

 Cell #:306-980-9598  

 E-mail:  iriskrist71@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:iriskrist71@gmail.com
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ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE 
Commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 

With participation of The Roman Catholic Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Anglican Church, and other Christian Denominations in Prince Albert, SK. 

 

Saturday June 10, 2017 at 3pm 
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church, Prince Albert, SK. 

 

 


