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Newsletter 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
1796 15th Avenue East, Prince Albert, SK S6V 8A1 

Email: messiah@sasktel.net 

Website: www.messiahluthpa.com 

T: 306-763-7374         Fax: 306-763-6284 

2017 Council 
 

EXECUTIVE 
Chairperson:            Cheryl Bauer Hyde 
Vice Chairperson:    Troy Hufnagel 
Secretary:            Robert Bratvold 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINISTRY TEAM: 
Education Ministry Team:  
Merv Bender      
Jean Meyers 

Worship Ministry Team:  
Colleen Bowen  

Caring Ministry & Community Service  
Stanley Livingstone  
Jennifer Rust 
Robert Bratvold  

Property Management Ministry Team 
Dick Honch 
Troy Hufnagel 

                

                            
                                         Our Mission Statement:  

           “Through the hearing and sharing of God’s Word, we, as a Worshipping  

       community, encourage a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. In Faith,  

we reach out with Christ-like caring for the community and the world in which we live.” 

Upcoming Event 
September 10 

 

Council will be hosting for 

September.  All are invited to join 

for fellowship and lunch following 

worship service on September 10. 

                           Prayer List     
 

_______________     ________________        

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

 _______________     ________________ 

Peace I leave with you,  

my peace I give you.  

I do not give to you as the world gives.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled,  

and do not be afraid. 

John 14;:27  

 

 

 

mailto:messiah@sasktel.net
http://www.messiahluthpa.com/
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Summer is slowly fading away, and the smell of fall is in the air. This summer has been hot and dry and honestly, 

it’s just too much sometimes for my Icelandic blood. But I have tried my best to be thankful for warm days and the 

gentle rays of sun on my cheek, because I know as well as you do, that here in Saskatchewan we only get to enjoy 

it for a short period of time each year.  

Fall is around the corner. It brings a change of view to the landscape, a change in temperature, a new routine for 

everyday living, and offers a fresh start and commitment to valuable daily routines. I have opportunities to re-

establish routines that got laid aside during the more relaxed and carefree days of summer and prepare myself, physically and 

spiritually, for the season ahead. One of the things that fall brings is the change of pace within the church. We start our Sunday 

School and youth programs, Bible studies, women’s and men’s ministries, and event planning. In the life of a congregation, 

everyone has a role. Everyone is a part of what forms a congregation, even though some have been selected for certain tasks. You 

might not see yourself as an important member and part of the ministry in our church, but I want to assure you that you are. 

In one of our August scripture lessons from the 12th chapter of Romans, Paul reminds us that we belong to the body of Christ, which 

is the church. Although the sum total makes up many members we are joined together in such a way that makes us one body. We 

belong to each other in unity and service to bring the operation of God's kingdom in this world. We all know that our physical body 

has many organs and parts and that each part cannot exist on its own. Being a part of the body is what enables the various parts to 

operate within their function. They all work together to create a living human being capable of amazing things. When there is a 

problem in any of these parts, then it affects the entire system and as a result the whole body suffers. 

The same is true within the body of Christ. We all have different functions, gifting and strengths, but they complement other parts of 

the body. When operating as God designed us, we are blessing the entire body. When we don't operate the way we were designed, 

then the body suffers. We are mutually dependent on one another and the makeup of the whole body far outweighs the sum of the 

individual parts. 

Each one of us should consider this and operate as God has called us. Some are gifted to teach. Some have a particular aptitude 

for generosity. Others might be particularly gifted in serving the physical needs of their fellow believers. This list of gifts and graces 

is not exhaustive but representative, so there are many other ways that our Creator may gift his people.  Just as God has not given 

the same spiritual gift to every believer, he has not granted the same skills and desires to everyone.  

One of the things that Paul encourages us to do is to subject ourselves to critical self-examination, asking ourselves where our 

talents and interests lie and being honest with ourselves about the answers. It is not humility to do absolutely everything we are 

asked to do. In fact, doing so can harm other people because we cannot do a good job when we are ill-equipped. 

Indeed, what we can do, is play to our strengths and within the gifts that the Lord has given us. This is why we need to renew our 

minds and prove the will of God for our lives (Romans 12:2). This is how we know what we are called to be. Each part is necessary 

and each part blesses the body of Christ. We are called to belong to each other. 

The fall of life is a strange mixture of nostalgia, blessings, and potential. It yields the harvest of seeds we’ve sown throughout life 

and braces us for colder days to come. When life’s fall arrives, we look back and better understand the way God led us; but we still 

have work to do — the best and fullest. It’s a good transition time, renewal time. 

Today, tomorrow, every day, may we understand how we have blessed the body by being called and set apart for a specific use. 

By faith may we continue to operate in that calling through every season. 

 

                      One body, many gifts                  

                                                                                     by Iris Kristjánsdóttir    
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Continuing 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
October 31, 2017, marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther posting his Ninety-

Five Theses on the church door in Wittenberg, Germany — an act that sparked the 

Lutheran Reformation. Throughout this year Lutheran churches around the world 

have become involved in the various ways this anniversary is commemorated.  

 In the beginning of summer, on June 10, we met with our fellow Christians in 

Prince Albert to commemorate the Reformation. It was such a joy to meet with people of various Christian denominations in town to 

remember and recognize that we are all one and part of the same body of Christ, despite our differences. We also invited our 

partners in Christ to an ecumenical Bible study this past spring, and according to the 20 or more participants, it was a great 

success. Below you will find pictures from both the service and the Bible studies. 

 This year various events have been planned throughout our province, within our Saskatchewan ELCIC Synod, and we 

encourage you to visit the Synod’s website for further information (www.sasksynod.ca). One of these events is advertised 

elsewhere in this newsletter, a Reformation 500 Commemoration Banquet at the Western Development Museum in Saskatoon, 

October 28, 2017. 

 We will have a special Reformation service at Messiah on Reformation Sunday, October 29, 2017. If you are interested in  

participating in the planning of this service, please contact Pastor Íris.  

 

 
Anglican Bishop Michael Hawkins, Roman Catholic  
Bishop Albert Thévenot, and   
ELCIC Sask Synod Bishop Sid Haugen 
 

 

 

 

 
 

       

       Pastor Íris presents Bishop Albert with a  

beautiful wooden art piece made by Ken Haugen. 

 
         From our Ecumenical Bible study. 

 

http://www.sasksynod.ca/
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Visitation Ministry 
Again we extend the invitation to everyone in our church to join a visitation ministry team. We 

would very much appreciate your help in visiting members of our congregation; one visit or 

phone call per month to a member is all we ask. This is a very important ministry within our 

church and we hope you will consider joining us. Also, if you want a visitation from our 

members, or know of a person that would like to be visited, please let us know.  

 

Moment of Prayer 
Our Moments of Prayer will start again on Tuesday September 12th, at 12:15 noon in the Peace Chapel, and then 

continue every Tuesday this fall and winter. All are welcome. 

 

 

Bible Studies in October 
  We will continue to study the theme of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in our Bible studies this fall.  
  Please watch for more information on our studies in our bulletins in September and the October newsletter.  
 
 

Sunday School Registration and Kick-off September 10th  
Sunday school starts on September 10th on our regular worship service time at 10:30am with a 

registration and gathering. All families with children are invited to join us for the service. We still 

haven’t found a permanent solution for the teaching position, but we still plan on starting Sunday 

school this Sunday and continue every Sunday in the winter to come.    

If you are interested in participating or helping out in Sunday school, or taking on the 

position of a Sunday school/Youth coordinator, please contact Pastor Íris or Cheryl Bauer-Hyde.  

Your contribution, however big or small, is much appreciated! 

                                                                                                                                          Bible presentation to  

           Grade 3 students in Sunday School.  

Confirmation Events Kick Off On September 17th 
Our confirmation events will begin on September 17th with a registration and pizza 

night at 6pm. Everyone is invited, parents, confirmands (grade 7, 8 and 9) and 

siblings, the whole family! A schedule/calendar for the winter will be distributed at 

the meeting. At our registration night we will play games and eat our fill of pizza, 

so I hope you'll all be there! We ask you to bring $25 for a registration fee that will 

be used for binders, program copying and such. Free will offering will be taken for 

the pizza.   

                                                                                

If you cannot come to this first meeting but still want to register, please contact 

   Pastor Iris or Donna at the office. Registration can take place via phone or email.                                                                                                        

   Confirmation youth last spring,  

    Taylor Berge and Ethan Waldner, with Pastor Íris. 
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The 16th Biennial ELCIC National Convention in Winnipeg, July 6-8, 2017 

150 delegates of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada gathered in 

Winnipeg for the church’ National Convention, July 6-8, 2017. This was 

the first convention with a new structure where the maximum number of 

voting delegates is 150; 80 lay, 10 youth and 60 rostered. Synods elect 

or appoint delegates for the convention and in the Saskatchewan Synod, 

both lay and rostered members of the ELCIC could apply to represent 

the Synod at the convention. The applications were then reviewed by the 

Synod’s council and delegates selected. This year applications did not 

exceed positions, so selection was easy. 

This new system means that congregations do not send 

delegates anymore to the convention, the Synod does. This also means 

that the cost for each delegate is paid by the Synod, not the 

congregations that the delegates belong to. The Saskatchewan Synod 

sent 29 delegates to the convention this year, 15 lay, 12 rostered and 2 youth. Three Messiah members attended the convention; 

Pastor Íris, Pastor Dennis Serfas and Deacon Eldon Danielson. 

The Synod held two meetings with the delegates before the convention, one with the delegates in the Southern Region 

and one in the Northern Region. Our Bishop, Sid Haugen, led the meetings. The convention’s agenda was discussed and also the 

delegates’ hopes and expectations for the gathering. Each delegate was assigned to cover and write a report about one or more 

items on the agenda. A video and an edited version of the reports from delegates will be presented to all congregations this fall. The 

latest Canada Lutheran Magazine also covers stories and reports from the convention. 

 
Greetings, 
              On behalf of Canadian Lutheran World Relief, thank you very much for your donation that recently arrived at our Winnipeg 
warehouse. Because of your support we are able to place essential aid into the hands of men, women and children around the world 
that desperately need your help. 
                Most recently we have dispatched a container of supplies to South Africa and Swaziland. These shipments focused largely 
on orphans, as well as schools. For families that have already lost so much a warm quilt or a carefully prepared We Care kit means a 
lot. 
                We are happy to report that in 2016 the We Care program shipped 10,204 quilts and blankets and 15,776 We Care kits. 
Together we were able to send 34,211 kg of aid, valued at over $314,358. We know that with your help we will be able to do so much 
more in 2017. 
                The challenges facing the world’s poor are immense, but together we have the opportunity to make a positive change in the 
lives of those displaced by war, famine and natural disaster. Thank you very much for your continued support of CLWR and the We 
Care Program. 
   
 Sincerely, 
 Ian Mair 
 We Care Program Assistant                
   
Ian Mair, We Care Program Assistant 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) 
549 King Edward Street, Winnipeg, MB R3H 0N9  1.800.661.2597 I direct: 204.631.0111 
Find CLWR on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 
www.clwr.org 

https://www.facebook.com/CanadianLutheranWorldRelief
https://twitter.com/CanLWR
https://instagram.com/canlwr/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CLWRvideo
https://webmail.sasktel.net/mail/message.php?index=121&mailbox=MjAxNyBOZXdzbGV0dGVy&window=true
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Calling All Musicians!! 
 

How many of you out there play a musical instrument?  How many of you enjoy 

singing.......with an ensemble, a choir, or alone? How many of you are willing to 

share those gifts with the rest of the congregation in worship services? 

 

I would like to convene a meeting on Sunday, September 10th, 

immediately after church with all of you.  As this is Potluck Sunday, 

please go fill up a plate with food and bring back to the Peace Chapel to 

eat. The old model of a choir that practices every week is not one that is 

working well for us right now.  Outside commitments as well as fabulous travels 

seem to interfere with that kind of approach.  So I would love to have a conversation to see how each of YOU sees yourself fitting 

into our worship services.  Are you willing to play along with hymns?  Are you willing to provide music during the 

offering/preludes/postludes?  Are you willing to play the organ or piano for services?  Are you interested in singing as part of a small 

ensemble to introduce new music for the service?  How about a choir for Advent or Christmas services?  Do we have people who 

could do instrumental ensembles?  I would like to see who is interested in doing what, so we can make the best use of your talents! 

 

I know there are lots of ideas out there, and I am hoping to hear them!  Please give this some thought and join us for half an hour 

after church, Sunday September 10th. If you are interested in participating, but are unable to be there that week, please call me at 

home (306.763.7389) or Donna at the church to make sure I have heard from everyone! 

 

Thanks for your willingness to participate!  I am looking forward to hearing from all of you! 

 

Colleen Bowen  

 

                          MESSIAH LUTHERAN WOMEN 

                FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD @ 11:30 A.M. 

 

Ladies start planning which favorite salad to bring for our Friendship Luncheon. We’ll 

gather at 11:30 a.m. to visit and enjoy food together.  

Bring a friend and a salad, and come out and enjoy the gathering. 

 

Contact Corrine Amyotte if needing more information. 
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS . . . .  

 

               HOPKINS NEWS:  Congratulations to Jessica Hopkins (granddaughter of Marion & Stirling Hopkins) 

& Justin Laszuk on their engagement in July.  Wedding plans are in the works! 

   

For those of you who remember from earlier years, Jessica and Hannah roomed together in University. 

 

SEBJANIC NEWS:  Congratulations to Hannah Adamson (granddaughter of the late Mary Sejanic who is 

known by many at Messiah) on her marriage to Brian Soso on July 29, 2017.  Their wedding took place in Stanley Park, BC. 

 

JENNIFER RUST NEWS:  

Wow, what an experience I had in Iceland. I am so thankful I got the opportunity to see this beautiful 

country. August 19th I completed in a 10k Marithon Walk for Diabetes, and 

I completed it in a couple of hours! There were thousands of walkers and 

runners of all ages. One lady who ran the 10k in an hour was 63 years 

old. I am so impressed. 

I had the pleasure to spend six days with Pastor Iris’s parents Ingunn and 

Krisjian who took me all over and showed me the sights. I also had a nice 

supper with the family at Helga and Hlynyur’s house. It was an awesome 

meal!  

The weather was beautiful, hot and amazing. Also the mountains and oceans were my favorite 

and I got to step in the ocean for the first time.  

 

 

I thank you all for your support and prayers and Thank You Jesus for 

walking with me on this journey to finish the race!  ~ Jennifer    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FABER NEWS: Thank you to all our friends and family who came to attend our 70th Anniversary in July, and made it so successful. 

They came from far and wide (Germany, Japan and United States) and special thank you to family 
members who planned and worked to make this day special.   
 
Thank you for your prayers for Gladys during her illness.   
God Bless one and all!   ♥Carl & Gladys Faber♥.     
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